



MINUTES of the MEETING of the PARISH COUNCIL, held 7.30 pm on

MONDAY 28 SEPTEMBER 2026 

AT THE PARISH OFFICE, ROCHESTER RD, BURHAM


Present:	Cllr Young (in the chair), Cllrs Stead, Barritt, Hurst & Llewellyn.  Cllr Bell (slightly late) 
 
In Attendance:		Miss P Saunders (Clerk)
				B/Cllr Davis (part-meeting)
								
Members of the Public:	Two members of the public


CLERK’S NEW EMAIL ADDRESS IS clerk@burhampc.co.uk


1. Apologies for absence:  Cllrs Sangha and Kraupse, B/Cllr Dalton. 

2. To approve the Minutes of the Meeting held 27 July 2026: The minutes were agreed, initialled on each page, and fully signed.

3. Matters arising from the Minutes other than listed below: There were none not already listed under the agenda items.

4. Declarations of Interest:  No new declarations were declared.   

5. Police:  Below are the crime figures supplied for August and September, although the Clerk has queried these as they appear to be very high. The Police have advised that they are for Burham.

[image: ]

The figures were discussed as they appear to be very high just for the Burham area. Clerk was requested to contact the Police again querying the above figures. It was advised that E-watch newsletter is received twice a week and only very rarely is Burham listed.

6. Borough Councillor’s Report:  Please see attached. B/Cllr Davis encouraged the Parish Council to arrange a residents meeting with Matt Boughton (Leader of TMBC) to go through Regulation 19 of the Local Plan.  B/Cllr Davis to liaise with Cllr Young regarding room availability and suitable dates.

It was advised that whilst Burham was not being affected by the Local Plan (Bell Lane development was not in the local plan as outline planning permission had already been approved)– Eccles was being highly affected, which in turn would have a knock-on effect particularly with road users. 

7. County Councillor’s Report:  Cllr Kennedy’s newsletter for August attached.   

8. Parish Owned Buildings: 

a) Parish Building:  Emergency lighting check carried out. Cess pit full so emptied.

b) Old School Community Centre:  Emergency lighting check carried out.
 Solar panels and batteries all installed and whilst working, it would appear that the batteries are not discharging correctly. Installers have been notified.  Certificates received.  Insurance company notified. 

It was reported that the Old School Community Centre is very busy with bookings.

c) Village Hall:   Emergency lighting check carried out.    Signed Minutes from the meeting held 3 March 2026 received. The next meeting is scheduled for w/c 5 October.

A new sign was ordered regarding the reserved parking spaces for hirers, as the original was very faded. Received and installed. The Village Hall Management Committee have agreed to reimburse the Parish Council for the sign. 

Village Hall solar panel check carried out (requirement of insurance). We await their report. 

It was advised that the Village Hall is very busy with bookings. 
9. Highway Matters: Further work to the surface/pot holes of Pilgrims Way Split Rd has been scheduled by Highways in the new financial year. From KCC Highways “We are entering a new contract, so everything is delayed. I cannot give you any news at the moment. I am pushing for this to be done.” Not classed as critical but in the list to address.
Pavement corner of Bell Lane/Bell Crescent appears to be lifting, potential trip hazard.  Reported to KCC Highways 969711 refers. Enquiry under investigation. Works being programmed. Works complete.

KCC Highways have advised “With regards to the Horse Prohibition signs – a job has been raised for the removal of these.” No further information has been provided.

KCC Highways have sent the scheme design for additional speed signage in Bell Lane/Court Rd.  They are also progressing the design for the “pedestrian in road” down at Old Church Rd. We await further information from them.

Left side of Pilgrims Way broken away, leaving a trough.  Reported to KCC Highways, 978600 refers. Risk assessed, no action deemed necessary. 

Speed ramps entering Peter Village – white warning signs need refreshing – reported to KCC Highways 978762 refers. Works being scheduled, 90-day job. Works being programmed.

2 x Street lights not working, one each side of the ornamental red phone box in Rochester Rd.  Reported to KCC Highways, 981830 refers.

Sight lines are being obscured on New Court Rd by vegetation when exiting the slip to Court Rd. Reported to KCC Highways 981834 refers.  Risk assessed, no action deemed necessary. 

Drain in Rochester Rd (opposite the bakery) is blocked and in heavy drain floods the road and has a knock-on effect with the other drains on the same side as the bakery. Reported to KCC Highways 982031 refers. Works being programmed. 

40mph at the start of Pilgrims Way (bottom section) the sign is leaning towards the road.  Reported to KCC Highways 982899 refers. KCC have advised that a road closure is required to address work. Closure applied for. 

Pot hole at the start of Pilgrims Way (Aylesford end).  Clerk requested to log with KCC Highways. 

10. Recreation ground/Landscaping: Some of the original cross pieces have been placed on the rockery area on the left-hand side as suggested.  More work to be caried out as the pieces are not having the hoped effect.  The surplus pieces have been placed on the side of the rockery for the time being. This is still in the process of being addressed with the assistance of Cllr Bell and local residents. It was advised that this was still in hand – Cllr Bell would liaise with Mr Wisdom. No further update. 

Court Meadow lease is due to expire June 2026: Trenport have been made aware. Trenport Property Holdings have gone into administration – so there may be implications regarding the lease. Trenport have indicated in writing that due to the situation, they may be in a position to sell us Court Meadow – plan received.  Clerk has had another conversation with Trenport regarding the purchase of Court Meadow.  Trenport have indicated that other small areas (1 meter or so from New Court Rd) may also be available to purchase (although continued to be maintained by KCC Highways) at no extra charge.  The “new” roundabout installation (for Land at Eccles development) was also mentioned as it may have some bearing on the purchase of Court Meadow. Clerk has requested full a written plan of all the areas in question, together with costs (they have indicated costs just to cover their legal costs) and further details on the implications of the roundabout.  Latest information from Trenport “We haven’t forgotten about selling you the land between Court Road and New Court Road. We are still working on the proposed development at Eccles, and this effects the new road heading south which affects New Court Road.” September update: No new update.

Two bins in the recreation ground and one bin in the play area were damaged by persons unknown.  Reported to the Police 06-0435.  TMBC have been made aware and have ordered replacement bins/liners. The contractors have already replaced the bin in front of the skate ramp, which had only been replaced recently after months of delays, so there are two outstanding. The replacement liner has now also gone missing. There is no update on the replacement liners from TMBC. TMBC have queried the ownership of the bins/liners.  The Clerk is confident that the two in the recreation ground belong to TMBC but the one in the playground is ours. We did previously (in 2019) order a replacement liner for the playground bin from Wybone.  A new bin liner was ordered, delivered, and installed.

MR21 benches: Whilst permission is not required by PROW to install benches, clarification is required on whose land the benches would be installed on.  If the land is privately owned, then permission from the landowner would be required. Cllr Young/Hurst would liaise to ascertain where any new benches could be installed (and hopefully ascertain if permission was required or not) and timber required for the work. Cllr Young/Hurst to address. 

The steering wheel on the agility toddler multi play unit has broken off. New wheel ordered via Cllr Bell. Received and but requires modification before being fitted. It was advised that the garage may be in a position to assist with the modification. Cllr Llewelyn is in communication with the garage.

TMPI have carried out the annual play area inspections. No high-risk areas identified. The steering wheel (as above) was mentioned and also a low hanging branch encroaching the free space at the single basketball post – Cllr Hurst requested to address – branch removed.

Silver birch opp 35/37 Rochester Rd (Whitehouse crescent green) is dying.  KCC advised, 968621 refers. An inspection has been carried out and there is deadwood present.  The tree is struggling from drought stress, however, there is also a fair amount of live growth.  A job has been raised to remove the deadwood and a date added to reinspect the tree next spring. 

The dog poo bin in the Village Hall overflow car park, the post appears to have rotted.  TMBC notified. Re-installed. 

The landscape contract ends December 2026; Clerk is in the process of obtaining quotes for this work. 

Clerk was requested to remind Orchard Landscapes of the outstanding works and to ensure that the war memorial was neat and tidy in readiness for Remembrance Sunday. 

A site meeting took place with the tree surgeons at the recreation ground, reducing the height of the trees at the bottom right-hand corner to comply with the insurance company requirements was discussed. This work has already been paid for previously. However, that bottom corner up to about 20 metres towards the millennium oak tree is becoming overgrown with shrubs and encroaching on the entrance track to the recreation ground. It was suggested that should be trimmed back as an extra job, for which they have now quoted.  2 days to cut back and clear all over grown section, total cost £950 x 2 plus vat, all waste cleared from site and recycled.  This was discussed and AGREED.

The “top” pedestrian gate in Court Meadow is damaged. It would appear that the upright post has rotted restricting access to the area.  Cllr Hurst requested to inspect and report back. Clerk was requested to contact Boundary fencing for a quote and also to contact the original installer. 

It was advised that the new wall and plaques at the war memorial was stable and looking good. 

The moving of the salt bin outside the war memorial was discussed again.  KCC Highways had already advised that they cannot move it as there is a cost involved. Clerk was requested to ask if we could move it to the area where the telephone box was (left of the gates) as currently it is restricting access/visibility to the noticeboard and also obstruct use of the pavement and is very near the current location. 

Cllr Bell advised that she would check the lettering/names on the war memorial plaques to ensure all letters were eligible. 

11. Allotment Matters:  Concerns received from a resident whose property backs on to the allotments about the size and closeness of 2 trees.  The resident has asked if they could be removed due to concerns that their roots could cause damage to her house.  The resident mentioned sycamore trees but there are no sycamore trees on the allotments.  Clerk has requested a photograph of the trees in question.  This was discussed and it was the opinion that surveys should have been carried out when the dwelling was sold/purchased. Cllr Young to contact the resident as no replies had been forthcoming via email.  

It was advised that the mains water would be turned off shortly, the water butts were now full. 

12. Parish Owned car parks:  StarTech Communications, the new CCTV installers have been notified that whilst not all funding has been secured, we are still going ahead with the project.  The scheduled date for the work to commence is Tuesday 29th Sept.

Small blue Citroen car parked in the VH car park without moving for some time.  A notice was placed on the vehicle, requesting removal. Vehicle addressed.

It was also advised that there is a black transit style van which is parking in the Village Hall car park which does not have tax (due Oct 2025).  The vehicle is certainly being driven, and it has been seen parked in different spaces and in Rochester Rd.  Letter placed on vehicle. Vehicle not removed and is still being driven and now has a very badly cracked windscreen.  2nd letter placed on vehicle 27.08.26, Police and DVLA notified. The vehicle has been taxed from 1 September 2026.

13. General Planning Applications:
TM/25/01146/PA: 3 Culand Cottages, Pilgrims Way, Burham: Proposed erection of a two storey 2-bedroom self-build end of terrace dwelling. No observations. Application withdrawn.

TM/26/00008/FL: Development Site Land and Buildings North and West of St Marys Church Old Church Road Burham Rochester Kent. Section 73 application to remove Conditions 2 (Plans list), 18 (Use Class E (g)) and 26 (Vehicular access) of planning permission TM/23/03310 (Redevelopment of site for mixed use Commercial (Class E)) to allow for updated plans, to permit Class E(d) use in addition to the previously approved Class E(g) uses and to restrict the southern access to light vehicles only, preventing HGV and emergency service access from this point. Observations submitted.  Request “call in” by Borough Councillors. “Call in” accepted. Revised drawings submitted.

TM/26/00575: Erection of 4 dwellings: Land Between 440 and 450 Rochester Rd, Burham. Observations submitted. (Note: KCC Highways have submitted some comments regarding the parking situation) 

	TM/26/01044: 152 Kingswood Rd, Aylesford: Demolition of existing side extension and conservatory. Erection of part two storey/part single storey side/front extension. Installation of green roof, balcony and glazed veranda roof, installation of solar PV's and alterations to fenestration including installation of vertical and horizontal cladding. Erection of replacement garage/workshop/potting shed, erection of greenhouse and installation of wildlife pond. No observations. 

TM/26/01167: Bluebell Cottage, 488 Common Rd, Chatham: Single storey rear extension and two storey side extension. No observations. Approved.

Hildenborough Parish Council has been in contact. They have found a number of issues with regulation 19 in their own parish which they suspect is not unique to them. Therefore, they would test whether there is an appetite among neighbouring parishes to jointly fund and employ a full-time planning officer, shared across those councils that wish to participate. The costs would be in the region of £14 - £17 per band D household per year if shared across 6 parishes.  This was discussed but declined on the basis that the costs could not be justified.   It was also advised that TMBC had struggled over many months to recruit planning officers and the local plan did not include developments for Burham. 

	


	
	
	


14. Financial Matters & Authorization of Accounts for Payment: Chair to confirm and sign bank balance against minutes from July for Bank of Ireland.  This task was carried out. 

Bank position (Bank of Ireland) as of 25 September 2026……………   £25,564.74 

There have been a few queries from Mazars the external auditors regarding our completed Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) This was mainly due to the portfolio which is not considered by them as long term investments as we can draw from the funds without notice. Figures amended and re-submitted. AGAR signed off by Mazars – external auditors. 

Notes from them: On the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return, in our opinion the information in Sections 1and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return is in accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters have come to our attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority: We were required to return the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) to enable the Council to correct the following. It was identified that the council had incorrectly listed 3 short term investment accounts as long term accounts in box 9. Box 8 has been restated to amend for this error. In future the Council should ensure that the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) is accurate and complete.

Box 11 of Section 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) has been incorrectly completed. The Council has recorded “No” where “Yes” would have been appropriate, as it does not act as a sole-managing trustee and should therefore confirm the exclusion of trust fund transactions. Although the intended position can be inferred from other disclosures within the AGAR, it is acknowledged that the updated wording of the 2025/26 form may have contributed to this misinterpretation. The Council is reminded of the importance of accurate completion of all assertions to ensure clarity and compliance with proper practices.

The completion of the AGAR is going digital and will be mandatory from 2028/2029.  There is some on-line training which the Clerk and Chairman will attend in January 2027. 

Over the last few months, employees have been paid by bank transfer (BT) as agreed. It is quick and relatively easy to process and avoids any possibility of cheques going missing in the post and delays with cashing cheques. Therefore, the clerk and chairman would like to suggest that in future all invoices are paid this way. A list of any BT’s would be composed and signed by two cheque signatures. This was discussed and AGREED. 

Clerk has submitted a VAT reclaim for July and August for the value of £706.57 – now received.

Annual insurance due 01.10.26 for 12 months cost being £6222.30.

Charles Stanley purchasing and selling notes received. 

Income received since the last meeting:

All recycle clothing (June)						  18.00
Old School Community Centre Fire Equipment check		107.37
Village Hall Fire Equipment check					169.52
Old School Emergency lights						170.00
Raymond James (Charles Stanley) Dividends Aug		         1,856.91
Village Hall Emergency Lights					170.00
All Recycle clothing (July)						  82.00
A Kennedy BB Ad							  75.00
HM rev VAT reclaim							706.57
Precept 2nd instalment						       16,158.99
Raymond James (Charles Stanley) Dividends Sept                          2,292.21
All recycle clothing (Aug)					              42.00

							TOTAL	       21,848.57

	          	

	AUGUST
	
	
	

	DD
	TMBC (due 01.08.26)
	Rates Church St car park
	56.00

	DD
	TMBC (due 01.08.26)
	Rates parish building
	51.00

	DD
	Global 4 (due 10.08.26)
	Exchange online plan
	3.96

	DD
	Global 4 (due 14.08.26)
	Early termination fees
	463.07

	DD
	British Gas (due 19.08.26)
	Electric Parish Building
	42.86

	DD
	Zen (due 20.08.26)
	Monthly Internet & Phone
	36.00

	4541
	Business Stream
	War Memorial water
	21.67

	4542
	A Osborne Electricals
	Emergency light & fire alarm
	612.00

	4543
	TMPI Ltd
	Annual play area inspections
	288.00

	DD
	SSE (due 21.08.26)
	Street lighting
	62.64

	BT
	P Saunders (clerk)
	Salary
	1567.92

	BT
	P Saunders (clerk)
	Imprest
	22.50

	BT
	J Pannell (park warden)
	Salary
	264.46

	4544
	A Bergin
	Cleaning 
	50.84

	
	
	AUGUST TOTAL
	3542.92

	
	
	
	

	SEPT
	
	
	

	DD
	TMBC (due 01.09.26)
	Rates Church Street car park
	56.00

	DD
	TMBC (due 01.09.26)
	Rates Parish building
	51.00

	DD
	Global 4 (due 09.09.26)
	Online plan
	3.96

	DD
	British Gas (due 19.09.26)
	Electric parish building
	41.53

	DD
	ZEN (due 20.09.26)
	Internet
	36.00

	DD
	SSE (due 21.09.26)
	Street lighting
	65.29

	4545
	Hadlum Design & Print
	Burham Buzz Autumn
	285.00

	4546
	CSG Global
	Fan for parish office
	59.99

	4547
	AJ Gallagher
	Annual Insurance
	6222.30

	DD
	Ezy Clean (due 24.09.26)
	Parish windows
	13.30

	4548
	Cancelled
	
	

	4549
	Maidstone Signs
	VH Parking sign
	74.40

	4550
	Wybone Ltd
	Bin liner for play area
	89.10

	4551
	A Bergin
	Cleaning parish building
	50.84

	4552
	Viking
	Stationary & paper
	75.24

	4553
	CSG Ltd
	Cess pit emptying
	192.00

	BT
	P Saunders
	Salary
	1568.12

	BT
	J Pannell
	Salary
	264.46

	BT
	P Saunders
	Imprest
	12.19

	
	
	
	

	
	
	SEPT TOTAL
	9160.72

	
	
	
	



	Cheque numbers 4541 – 4547 signed between meetings.

15. Other Notified Matters  
a) Clerk:    No new matters to report. 

b) Chair: No new matters to report. 

c) Councillors:  Cllr Bell advised that there had been problems with off road bikers on MR21 over several weekends. The Police had been notified.

Cllr Hurst advised that he was compiling a list of tools required (including a leaf blower) which he would forward for consideration.

Lower & Upper Culands Quarries: The nomination submitted to TMBC for asset listing has been agreed/confirmed. Kent Wildlife Trust (the new owners) have eight weeks to review this decision and TMBC will advise if any such challenge is received. 

The Windmill Public House:  The Asset of Community Value (via TMBC) was renominated. TMBC have confirmed that the proposed nominated has been agreed. The landowner will be informed, and they may request for a review of the decision within 8 weeks of the date of notification. 

SE Water: You may recall at the July meeting, it was queried why only Scarborough Terrace residents were supplied with bottled water when there were problems with the water supply throughout the village.

After speaking with SE water that have advised that after 8 hours of any incident being on-going, they supply bottled water.  However, from the information that SE Water provided, Scarborough terrace residents were supplied with bottled water as SE water have a record of complaints/comments from them about the colour of the water and the water quality.

They have also advised that when setting up bottled water stations, they typically choose locations by requesting to use supermarkets, village halls, or similar public grounds. However, permission must be granted by the landowner, and this sometimes means approaching different companies etc for find a suitable and available areas. Once permission is granted by the landowner, they get a station set up immediately.  Because establishing a station depends entirely on real time availability and immediate permission during an active incident, they do not have a pre-determined, fixed location for Burham. 

During an active “no water” incident, the community can always view the exact locations of our bottled water stations through their online Aqualerter service.  

Battle of Medway Stone and interpretation board: Via Kent Downs and Cllr Claudine Russell (KCC Member Marden & Yalding) a request has been made to the Kent Archaeological Society (KAS) to clean the 5-tonne Kentish ragstone stone and replace the board, which was installed in 1998, by the Kent Archaeological Society with co-sponsorship from Maidstone Museum. Funding is available via Kent Downs and would need to be made with an application which they could prepare in consultation with KAS.  We await further details. 

Several properties in Court Rd (Clarion properties) have piles of rubbish/stuff in the garden and spilling out onto the bank (possibly clear-out for new tenants).  Another property (which we have complained about previously) has stuff pilling up in the front garden. Clarion have been notified. It was advised that whilst some dwellings had been tidied, others were still in a mess. 

Burham Buzz Autumn was produced and circulated early September. Many thanks to Cllr Sangha for producing another successful edition of the Burham Buzz.

KCC Safer Road User Team have been in contact to explore the possibility of running a Mature Drivers and Passenger Course in Burham.  This is a free course designed to support older road users in maintaining confidence, safety, and independence on the roads. The session lasts approx. 1.5 hrs, and they are looking for support by providing access to a suitable venue (up to a minimum of 30 attendees.  This was discussed but more information was required before a decision could be made including age group, how long the course was available for as we may struggle in the minimum number of attendees. 

Parish Office will be closed from Monday 5th October 2026 and re-open Monday 12th October 2026 at 10.00 am.

16. Public Participation:  No comments/queries from members of the public.

17. Date of next meeting: Monday 26 October 2026 – 7.30 pm at the Parish 



There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.55 pm.


Signed as a correct record of the proceedings:



S I G N E D ……………………………………….		Date ………………………………
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