NU VENTURE BUSES					5 August 2026

I am very grateful for the help given in recent weeks to publicise the temporary change to the 'daytime shoppers bus 29' during the programme of planned roadworks in Summer 2026.
Very considerable effort on our part went into planning and re-planning the bus service as we received information about the summer's planned utilities works and road closures in the area, which - until a late stage of our planning - originally included a lengthy closure at Pilgrims Way which was postponed at a late date (and if implemented would have even more seriously limited our options for re-routing the service during the Bull Lane works). We’ve also had to contend with bus diversions associated with the summer-long road closure at Borstal, as have all local residents.
The bus industry is regulated by the Traffic Commissioner and bus operators are required to register the full details of bus routes, times and - in the case of planned roadworks of more than two weeks duration - diversions and dates. There is a notice period between registration and implementation; the background is that the registration information powers the various electronic information sources which are used to provide bus information to users.
 We duly registered the times and dates of the temporary 29A and 29B services related to what was planned for now-aborted Bull Lane closure and as a result we will maintain the temporary routes and times until the announced last day of the operation, ie 28 August, with the 29 service returning to its old route and times from 1 September until a repeat of the Bull Lane closure expected in February 2027, when temporary services 29A/29B are expected to reappear. 
 Also from 1 September, school-time Bus 529, operated on a wholly-commercial basis by Nu-Venture, undergoes a very significant change in the afternoon. Numbers in the ‘East Bank’ villages using the afternoon through service from Maidstone are insufficient to ensure the continuing viability of the service so its route in Maidstone is being altered in an attempt to increase the overall numbers using the service. It will now commence from Huntsman Lane (Maidstone) at 1536, operating via King Street (1542) and High Street, Maidstone, then London Road (for MGGS/Maplesden Noakes) at 1551, Queens Rd (for Simon Stock and other Oakwood Park schools) at 1554 then via Barming, London Road and Station Road (Aylesford Station 1625) before resuming its current route at Aylesford Village (1633) then as now to Eccles (1637), Burham, Wouldham and Peters Village. 
 
Please get in touch if you required further information.
 
Kind regards
 
 
Norman Kemp
Director and Company Secretary

Nu-Venture Coaches Ltd

