


MINUTES of the MEETING of the PARISH COUNCIL, held 7.30 pm on

MONDAY 22 JUNE 2026 

AT THE PARISH OFFICE, ROCHESTER RD, BURHAM


Present:	Cllr Young (in the chair), Cllrs Stead, Barritt, Sangha, Kraupse, Hurst & Llewellyn 
 
In Attendance:		Miss P Saunders (Clerk)
				Mr S Peerbaccus – IAG
				B/Cllr Davis
								
Members of the Public:	Three members of the public


CLERK’S NEW EMAIL ADDRESS IS clerk@burhampc.co.uk



1. Apologies for absence:  B/Cllr Dalton & Cllr Bell.

2. To approve the Minutes of the Meeting held 18 May 2026: These were agreed, initialled on each page, and fully signed.  

3. Matters arising from the Minutes other than listed below: There were none not already listed under the agenda items.

4. Declarations of Interest:  No new declarations were declared.   

5. Police Report:  Unfortunately, our grant application from the Police Property Fund, towards the installation of the new CCTVs has been declined due to unprecedented demand. 

Sohrab Peerbaccus, Chair of Tonbridge & Malling Independent Advisory Group (IAG), who are a group of community volunteers who work alongside Kent Police to support and improve policing services across the county. They are considered to be a “critical friend” of the Police.  Sohrab thanked the Chair for allowing him a few minutes to outline the IAG.  Basically, the IAG members are to liaise with the Police and local community members, working together in all aspects of making the community safer. Meetings would be held with the Police quarterly, connecting all groups together. Sohrab was looking for volunteer(s) from the community to join the IAG Group.  Clerk advised that it would be included in the July newsletter and also the next edition of Burham Buzz (Autumn, due September time). 

6. Borough Councillor’s Report:  Please see attached. It was advised that the majority of other borough/district councils do operate the new planning committee system.

7. County Councillor’s Report:   Andrew’s June newsletter attached. 

8. Parish Owned Buildings: 

a) Parish Building:  Whilst the external work was carried out at the end of May as scheduled, this still needs connecting to the building. We await further information from ZEN/City Fibre.  A date of 20 July has been provided. 

The order to replace the “2 x blown” windows has been placed and a deposit paid.  Unfortunately, the original cheque was never received (c/n 4507), a replacement cheque has been written (c/n 4523) and is included in the payments section below. We await an installation date.

The fire equipment was checked; all was OK.

b) Old School Community Centre:  Cllr Young has completed a grant application to FCC for the Solar panels. The Parish Council will provide the third-party payment of £1075 which will be reimbursed via the Old School CC. The application was successful (£10k) and the 3rd party payment of £1075 was paid by the parish council. However, they could not accept a cheque payment so as a one off, this was paid by bank transfer. The Old School Community Centre Committee would make arrangements for this to be reimbursed to the Parish Council.  A meeting was due Weds 24.06.26.   Work is scheduled to commence mid-July. 

The fire equipment was checked; all was OK.

Despite spending £1400 in 2024 on the roof, the building is still suffering from rainwater leakage into the gents’ toilets. The previous contractors did a good job on the main length of roof. However, behind the architectural feature there appears to be several places where rain can still penetrate. Michael Eason has provided a quote to resolve this problem. To mastic the raised gaps and run a new flash-band along the wall £325.  This was discussed and AGREED.

c) Village Hall:   The fire equipment was checked, all was OK.  
9. Highway Matters: Further work to the surface/pot holes of Pilgrims Way Split Rd has been scheduled by Highways in the new financial year. From KCC Highways “We are entering a new contract so everything is delayed. I cannot give you any news at the moment. I am pushing for this to be done.”
Cattle Grid at MR 21 (Windmill) is nearly full.  Work carried out 1 June. 

Stinging nettles outside 126 Rochester Rd on the pathway: Reported to KCC Highways 968338.

Weeds in the pathway, behind the grit bin at the War Memorial.  Reported to KCC Highways 969083 refers. 

Pavement corner of Bell Lane/Bell Crescent appears to be lifting, potential trip hazard.  Reported to KCC Highways 969711 refers.

Abandoned white van (BX04 KMY) in Church Street, in the layby, full of rubbish.  TMBC are aware, the vehicle was reported to them mid-May and they are investigating. Apparently, the vehicle has now been removed. 

KCC Highways have advised “With regards to the Horse Prohibition signs – a job has been raised for the removal of these.” No further information has been provided.

An updated HIP (Highway Improvement Plan) has been received. As a summary, the extension to the footway Burham Court Rd/Court Rd/ Old Church Rd is not something which KCC could prioritise for funding at the moment. However, KCC Highways may be in a position to add a “pedestrian in road” sign on Burham Court Rd at the junction of New Court Rd to alert drivers to the fact that there might be pedestrians in the road.  This was discussed and AGREED.

No right turn into Church Street: The signage is correct, lawful and enforceable. KCC could look at a scheme to replace the sign with a grey backing board around the advanced warning of the “no right turn” but would probably have to be parish funded but as the current signage if present and correct this is not something that they would otherwise prioritise.  This was discussed but declined, there was little point in having replacement signs if the existing are being ignored.

Court Rd/Bell Lane 20 mph signage: KCC have confirmed that additional 20mph measures can be installed. They are currently working on a scheme design for the installation of roundel road markings and signage. Further details to follow. 

It was advised that the edges of the bottom section of Pilgrims Way split road had broken away and required addressing.  Clerk was requested to report to KCC Highways.

It was also requested if the salt/grit bin in Rochester Rd at the war memorial could be moved off the footway and placed in the area to the left of the main gates, where a BT telephone box was removed some years ago. 

Clerk reiterated that she had taken to Burham C of E Primary School the information regarding grant funding available etc from the KCC Highways seminar to address any problems the school was experiencing (including inconsiderate parking).  It was advised that the school would need to apply for the grants direct (it is not something that the parish council can apply for). Cllr Kraupse advised that he was under the impression that this funding had been applied for. 

10. Recreation ground/Landscaping: Some of the original cross pieces have been placed on the rockery area on the left-hand side as suggested.  More work to be caried out as the pieces are not having the hoped effect.  The surplus pieces have been placed on the side of the rockery for the time being. This is still in the process of being addressed with the assistance of Cllr Bell and local residents. It was advised that this was still in hand – Cllr Bell would liaise with Mr Wisdom. Cllr Bell advised that she was hoping to address this very soon. No update available.

Court Meadow lease is due to expire June 2026: Trenport have been made aware. Trenport Property Holdings have gone into administration – so there may be implications regarding the lease. Trenport have indicated in writing that due to the situation, they may be in a position to sell us Court Meadow – plan received.  Clerk has had another conversation with Trenport regarding the purchase of Court Meadow.  Trenport have indicated that other small areas (1 meter or so from New Court Rd) may also be available to purchase (although continued to be maintained by KCC Highways) at no extra charge.  The “new” roundabout installation (for Land at Eccles development) was also mentioned as it may have some bearing on the purchase of Court Meadow. Clerk has requested a full written plan of all the areas in question, together with costs (they have indicated costs just to cover their legal costs) and further details on the implications of the roundabout.  Latest information from Trenport “We haven’t forgotten about selling you the land between Court Road and New Court Road. We are still working on the proposed development at Eccles, and this effects the new road heading south which affects New Court Road.”.

The single basketball net and the two nets on the MUGA are damaged and possibly need replacing. Although the single net was replaced in July 2025.  A prof-forma invoice has been obtained and is listed under the payments section below. 

Two bins in the recreation ground and one bin in the play area were damaged by persons unknown.  Reported to the Police 06-0435.  TMBC have been made aware and have ordered replacement bins/liners. The contractors have already replaced the bin in front of the skate ramp, which had only been replaced recently after months of delays, so there are two outstanding. The replacement liner has now also gone missing. There is no update on the replacement liners from TMBC.

MR21 benches: Whilst permission is not required by PROW to install benches, clarification is required on whose land the benches would be installed on.  If the land is privately owned, then permission from the landowner would be required. Cllr Young/Hurst would liaise to ascertain where any new benches could be installed (and hopefully ascertain if permission was required or not) and timber required for the work. Cllr Young/Hurst to address. 

The steering wheel on the agility toddler multi play unit has broken off. New wheel ordered via Cllr Bell. Received and but requires modification before being fitted. It was advised that the garage may be in a position to assist with the modification. 

Annual play inspection is due Aug/Sept: TMPI (the company we used last year) has quoted £ 240 ex vat.  This was discussed and AGREED.

Silver birch opp 35/37 Rochester Rd (Whitehouse crescent green) is dying.  KCC advised 968621 
refers.

Armed Forces Day is 27th June: We have requested that the flag at the war memorial be changed.

The dog poo bin in the VH overflow car park, the post appears to have rotted.  TMBC notified.

All the grass areas (maintained by the parish council) had now been cut after delays due to several events including clerk’s holiday and adverse weather conditions.   It was advised that the war memorial grass had been left longer than usual as if cut very low, the grass would turn brown in the heatwave that was being experienced. 

11. Allotment Matters:  All allotment rents have now been paid and one person on the waiting list. 

12. Parish Owned car parks:   The chosen contractor (StarTech Communications) has been contacted and advised that pending grant funding being secured, the contract has been awarded to them regarding the installation of new CCTVs. The Police Property Fund grant has been declined (see under Police). The offer letter from C/Cllr Andrew Kennedy from his member grant (£500) has been received and the offer letter form completed and returned, so we would expect payment soon.  It was confirmed that the project would still go ahead, even though we had not secured the grant from the Police Property Fund. 

13. General Planning Applications:
TM/25/01146/PA: 3 Culand Cottages, Pilgrims Way, Burham: Proposed erection of a two storey 2-bedroom self-build end of terrace dwelling. No observations.

TM/25/01730/PA: Land North and South of 91 Kingswood Rd Aylesford: Demolition of existing stables and erection of a detached dwelling with vehicle access. No observations. Approved.

TM/26/00008/FL: Development Site Land and Buildings North and West of St Marys Church Old Church Road Burham Rochester Kent. Section 73 application to remove Conditions 2 (Plans list), 18 (Use Class E (g)) and 26 (Vehicular access) of planning permission TM/23/03310 (Redevelopment of site for mixed use Commercial (Class E)) to allow for updated plans, to permit Class E(d) use in addition to the previously approved Class E(g) uses and to restrict the southern access to light vehicles only, preventing HGV and emergency service access from this point. Observations submitted.  Request “call in” by Borough Councillors. “Call in” accepted. Revised drawings submitted.

An informal meeting was held with the applicant of TM/26/00008/FL and representatives of the parish council regarding the observations submitted. The lack of footway was a concern which could be bought to the attention of KCC Highways at the TEAMS meeting scheduled for early April. After being requested the applicant advised he would carry out traffic assessment, light pollution, and noise assessment. 

TM/26/00195: 4 Haleys Place Burham: Lawful Development Certificate Proposed: Loft conversion with rear dormer and front roof windows. No observations. Certifies. 

TM/26/00498: Lawful Development certificate existing. Works to lawfully implement planning permission TM/21/017367 as amended by 23/01598: Bell Lane Development. No observations. 

TM/26/00575: Erection of 4 dwellings: Land Between 440 and 450 Rochester Rd, Burham. Observations submitted. 

TM/26/00731: Demolition of existing conservatory and construction of a single storey side and rear extension: 80 Court Rd. No Observations. 

	TM/26/0144: 152 Kingswood Rd, Aylesford: Demolition of existing side extension and conservatory. Erection of part two storey/part single storey side/front extension. Installation of green roof, balcony and glazed veranda roof, installation of solar PV's and alterations to fenestration including installation of vertical and horizontal cladding. Erection of replacement garage/workshop/potting shed, erection of greenhouse and installation of wildlife pond.

	   


	
	
	


14. Financial Matters & Authorization of Accounts for Payment: Chair to confirm and sign bank balance against minutes from May for Bank of Ireland.  This task was carried out.

Bank position (Bank of Ireland) as of 19 June 2026……………   £ 15,239.49

Within the Bank of Ireland 365online account, which has been working very well within the last 2 years, we are able to pay invoices via bank transfer (BT).  On any first payment there is a maximum amount of £1000 per day. This needs to be considered by Councillors.  To ensure that we comply with the two-signature rule, any BT’s could be listed separately for two cheque signatures to sign.  They would also be listed below under BT.  Perhaps in the first instance, just pay the salaries in this way? This was discussed and AGREED (just salaries for the time being).  Cllr Kraupse would forward a link for payroll bank transfers. 

Selling note received from Charles Stanley. 

Charles Stanley: Intend to move to single brand, Raymond James. There will be no change to the service we receive. From late 2026, we will begin to see the Raymond James name and branding reflected in their communication. Beyond this, there will be no disruption to our service. 

Income received since the last meeting:

Allotment rents bank transfer					13.50
Charles Stanley Dividends				       2,343.57
All recycling clothing (April)					78.00	
	
						TOTAL	       2,435.07
	          	

	4521
	BPO Collections
	SSE complaint
	926.65

	DD
	SSE (due 27.05.26)
	Street lighting April
	64.34

	DD
	TMBC (due 01.06.26)
	Parish Building
	51.00

	DD
	TMBC (due 01.06.26)
	Church Street car Park
	56.00

	DD
	Global 4 (due 09.06.26)
	Online Plan
	3.96

	DD
	Global 4 (due 14.06.26)
	Internet & Phone
	44.90

	BT
	FCC recycling (UK) Ltd
	3rd party funding Solar panels
	1000.00

	BT
	FCC Recycling (UK) Ltd
	3rd party funding solar panels
	75.00

	DD
	British Gas (due 19.06.26)
	Electric
	40.46

	4522
	TMBC
	Garden Waste subscription
	66.00

	4523
	Simply Double Glazing Ltd
	Parish Windows deposit
	216.00

	4524
	Satswana Ltd
	DPO Services for 1 year
	180.00

	4525
	Hadlum Print
	Burham Buzz Summer printing
	285.00

	4526
	J Bell
	Replacement steering wheel
	29.99

	4527
	FirstAid4Less
	Bleed kit
	65.10

	4528
	D Young
	Stop cock allotments
	6.34

	4529
	Newitts & Co
	3 x basketball nets
	14.92

	4530
	J Pannell (park warden)
	Salary
	264.26

	4531
	P Saunders (clerk)
	Salary
	1567.92

	4532*
	P Saunders (clerk)
	Imprest
	21.24

	4533
	A Bergin
	Cleaning parish building
	38.13

	DD
	SSE (due 22.06.26)
	Street lighting for May
	63.57

	
	
	
	

	
	
	TOTAL
	5181.22



*Please sign imprest book

15. Other Notified Matters  
a) Clerk:    No new matter to report.
b) Chair:    No new matters to report. 
c) Councillors:  Cllr Llewellyn advised that the internal light on the defib at the garage (which had an on/off switch) was not working – Clerk to check to ascertain if spares could be purchased. 

SSE update: We have also received an email from Capital Resolve (debt collectors) – requesting payment for SSE invoice for £579.36 which relates to Sept/Oct/Nov and Dec.  However, the actual amount on the invoice is £514.99, so that has been queried with them. Capital Resolve have advised that £64.37 has been added to the balance as an administration fee, so the total outstanding is £579.36. Cheque written within the May cheques. 

Communication was also received from BPO (debt collectors) for the other outstanding amount of £823.69 plus £102.96 admin fee, total £926.65. Clerk was requested to pay the full amount.

During the Clerk’s annual leave, letters were received from Wilkin Chapman Rollits Solicitors regarding both outstanding amounts.  Clerk contacted them by telephone and explained that both invoices had been paid to the debt collectors, one cheque £926.65 had been cashed and the SSE on line account was showing zero, the other cheque had not been cashed. The Solicitors advised that they would contact SSE and advise back. A few days later, the 2nd cheque had cleared, so as far as we are concerned, all outstanding amounts have been cleared, and the SSE online account confirms this.

A new light has been fitted above the defib at the garage. The previous light was not working when the equipment went to be used.   However, it was also advised that the internal light (in the cabinet with an on/off switch) was not working.  Clerk to check if spares are available.oHohh


Cllr Hurst has etched the postcodes into both defib cabinets.

Lower & Upper Culands Quarries: A nomination has been submitted to TMBC to list the area as an asset of community value. Mr Cook from the Cook Foundation assisted with the form. We await information from TMBC.

The Windmill Public House:  The Asset of Community Value (via TMBC) expires 13 July 2026 and will be removed from the TMBC list. They are only listed for 5 years. If we wish to renominate, we need to complete another form via the TMBC website.  This was discussed and AGREED as the last traditional pub in the heart of the village.

United Charities of the ancient Parish of Burham Annual report 2025 received. 

The bleed kit has been delivered.  A decision is required on where it is to be stored.  The location was deferred, pending attendance from Cllr Bell. Clerk was requested to obtain more information on the bleed cabinets. 

16. Public Participation:  Member of the public advised that the hedge at the top of the recreation ground is overgrown and is restricting the use of the “pathway”.  Cllr Lewellyn to address if possible. 

It was also advised that the hedge on the right-hand side on the VH entrance road (as you leave the VH complex) is restricting sight lines.  Clerk advised that the contractor had already been made aware of this. 

It was also advised that the cut grass along Rochester Rd had not been addressed with a leaf blower. 

17. Date of next meeting: Monday 27 July 2026 – 7.30 pm at the Parish Building.




There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.40 pm.


Signed as a correct record of the proceedings:



S I G N E D ……………………………………….		Date ………………………………
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