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Burham Parish Council News  
News from Pam

May 2026
Website: www.burhamparishcouncil.org.uk 
**NEW DOMAIN NAME FOR WEBSITE**

Facebook page “Burham Parish Council”
These platforms also include Community Information
All Parish Council information is included on these two platforms.
PLEASE NOTE: Change of email address to clerk@burhampc.co.uk

We are pleased to advise that we have co-opted Cllr Clea Llewellyn at the April meeting which means we now have a full complement of Councillors, which has not been the case for quite a few years. Welcome to the team Clea!!!.

We have submitted to the Police Property Fund a grant application for £1000 towards the new CCTV cameras for both Church Street and Bell Lane car parks and advised the chosen contractor.  We should be advised if we have secured the funding in June – further updates to follow.
Trenport have advised that they MAY be in a position to sell the Parish Council “Court Meadow”, the two areas between Court Rd and New Court Rd which have for the last few years been leased to us. We await their written proposal.

Wilson Tarmac carried out the repairs to the Old School Community Centre car park late March.  The area is looking much better and certainly much safer for the hirers of the Old School Community Centre.

Over the last few months, a review has taken place by KCC Highways regarding the use by equestrians using NCR footpath/cycleway. KCC Highways, based on officers’ professional advice, has decided that the current prohibition signs should be removed and arrangements be made to allow horse riders to use the footway and has instructed officers to progress the matter. A response was sent to KCC Highways providing the historic information and explaining that the footway/cycleway is not as we understand legally wide enough for it to become a bridleway. They have responded, (summarized) “The points you have raised have been considered during the process of deliberating the decision to make these changes. Consideration of the request to allow horse riders to use the shared use pathway adjacent to New Court Road was made in light of current traffic levels and movement and not based on historical usage.

 
Planning Permission: This infrastructure now forms part of the public highway.  Advice from KCC Transport & Development Planning professionals is that KCC, as the highway authority, does not need planning permission to make changes to the public highway unless, the works have significant environmental effects.  This is not the case in this instance.
 
Construction: Whilst greater width would ordinarily be provided for a multi-user route (pedestrian, cycle, and equestrian), the width of this section of pathway is congruent with other shared use pathways in the county, including linked local pathways further towards Peters Village (from Old Church Lane onwards) that operate without incident.

 
Although widening of the existing footway is not possible, the British Horse Society (BHS) has highlighted their commitment to helping ensure safe use of the shared route for all users, if there are any concerns identified please let KCC and the BHS know so we can work together to address these.”

It therefore appears that KCC Highways will be permitting equestrians to use the footway/cycle way legally.  We await further information from KCC Highways.

Cllr Bell and I attended a Road Safety and Active Travel Group (RSATG) hosted by KCC in April at County Hall, Maidstone. Whilst the seminar covered Speedwatch and Highway Improvement Plan (HIP), there was also “new” information available for schools to address amongst other inconsiderate parking with potential funding available.  The school would have to apply directly.  There were also education courses for a lifelong learning journey of safer behaviours available free from pre-school age groups up to mature drivers which may be useful for certain village groups. Let me know if your group might be interested and I will pass the information to you.
A replacement Union Flag for the war memorial has been ordered, delivered and installed as the old one looked tatty.

Aylesford football club plan regarding the Old School Community Centre changing rooms: There has been no update on this.
Tree Surgeons of Kent have carried out the agreed work to trees. All trees were checked prior to and during work for live bird nests. No live bird nests found. There was one area that a resident had concerns about, although there were no live bird nests, this area was not completed and will be completed in September under the costs agreed. Freshly cut logs were made available to residents to help themselves. This work was necessary as some of the trees were dead or dangerous or diseased so required attention urgently. 
The Parish Office will be closed from Monday 25 May (Bank holiday) until Fri 5 June – reopening on Monday 8 June at 10.00 am. 

If you have any items that you would like the Parish Council to discuss, just give me a call on 01634 685936, e-mail me on clerk@burhampc.co.uk or join in at the next scheduled meeting, which is due 18 May 2026 7.30 pm at the parish building - Annual Meeting of the Parish Council, Election of Officers - Pam Saunders – Clerk.
