


MINUTES of the MEETING of the PARISH COUNCIL, held 7.30 pm on

MONDAY 30 MARCH 2026 

AT THE PARISH OFFICE, ROCHESTER RD, BURHAM



Present:	Cllr Young (in the chair), Cllrs Stead, Barritt, Sangha, Bell & Hurst
     

In Attendance:		Miss P Saunders (Clerk)
				B/Cllr Davis (part-meeting)
				PC C Brown (part-meeting)
				
Members of the Public:	Three members of the public


CLERK’S NEW EMAIL ADDRESS IS clerk@burhampc.co.uk


(Before the meeting commenced, Cllr Young introduced the Councillors to PC Brown). 
It was also agreed that Agenda Item 5 Police Report, could be addressed as the first agenda item to allow PC Brown to leave asap)


1. Apologies for absence:   Andrea Griffiths – CPRE and Cllr Krauspe.

2. To approve the Minutes of the Meeting held 23 February 2026: These were agreed, initialled on each page, and fully signed.  

3. Matters arising from the Minutes other than listed below: There were none not already listed under the agenda items.

4. Declarations of Interest:  Cllr Barritt advised that she had employed two contractors that the Parish Council had also used. Tree Surgeons of Kent and Aidan Brown IT. Cllr Young had already declared an interest in the CCTV quotes as his son had submitted.  

5. Police Report:  Report for calls from the beginning of the month to now:

ASB – 0
Theft – 0
Criminal Damage – 1
Burglary – 0
Assaults – 0

As previously discussed during my visit, crime numbers remain low for your area. Just so you are aware, I have since visited the WINDMILL pub and introduced myself to the manager/owners, I will be arranging a Police Surgery there in due course.

Police Surgery arranged for Thursday 2nd April 2.00 pm at the Windmill Pub, “Chat with a copper over a cuppa”.

Speeding in Rochester Rd was discussed, together with the theft of musical instruments as reported on e-watch. Clerk was requested to forward a copy of the e-watch where the theft was listed. The No right turn into Church Street was also mentioned. (There is a TEAMS meeting arranged with KCC Highways on 1 April – so the no right turn can be discussed then. 
  
6. Borough Councillor’s Report:  Please see attached. A discussion took place regarding Trenport’ s administration.  It was very much an unknown entity and a wait and see scenario.

It was advised that any planning application that had already been approved, had three years for the construction to commence before becoming invalid.  However, it was unclear what “Construction” actually meant in this format. Cllr Davis would endeavour to clarify. (Bell Lane application had recently had some drainage work carried out, was that classed as construction?)

The planning application for 235 Rochester Rd (TM/25/00506) was discussed. Cllr Davis advised that there are no planning reasons to call this in into Area 3.  Whilst there were still problems with the access across the car park which were certainly valid, this was between Clarion and the applicant (i.e. a civil matter) and not covered under TMBC Planning.  It was advised that Clarion had another site meeting scheduled imminently, which Cllr Bell was hoping to attend. 

7. County Councillor’s Report:  Clerk has completed and submitted the monitoring form for the grant for £500 towards the new plaques at the War Memorial.    

8. CPRE – Andrea Griffiths: Andrea to outline the work of CPRE (Apologies sent.)

9. Parish Owned Buildings: 

a) Parish Building:  A smart meter has been installed for the electricity. Two windows (one in the office and one in the meeting room), condensation is apparent.

Quotes obtained for replacement units (D):
Quote 1:		£370 for two units
Quote 2:		£420 for two units
Quote 3:		£360 for two units

Quote 3 from Window Fix Direct Kent (Simply Double Glazing Ltd) was AGREED. 

Whilst there was no written confirmation, City Fibre have advised that the Parish Building is ready to be connected to full fibre if required. Quotes have been obtained for full fibre together with telephone line changes, which Aidan Brown (IT) is reviewing. However, our current contract (with Global 4) has another 16 months to run, so there will be early termination fees if we change supplier. Aidan is taking the exit fees into account when comparing prices.  

Aidan has advised that even taking into account the termination fees (of £737.30), over a 5-year period we can save £1167.89 by switching suppliers to ZEN. ZEN are quoting £30 per month for an 18-month contract with no set-up fees, Global 4 are quoting £52.99 per month (60 months) but with a £525.79 set-up fee (D). Other prices were obtained, it was noted that ZEN had very good reviews with positive customer service, reliability and speed and was most cost effective to us.  This was discussed and it was AGREED to go forward with ZEN. 

The defibrillator was used over the weekend, so replacement adult pads are required. These have been ordered at a cost of £45 ex vat & delivery from Defib World. Whilst the air ambulance was in attendance (touched down in the recreation ground), it was not needed.  The gentleman was transported by ambulance to Medway hospital where he is recovering. Many thanks to those local residents who assisted and potentially saved the gentlemen’s life. 

It was also advised that the defibrillator at the garage did not have children’s pads available.  Clerk was requested to order. 

It was also advised that whilst there is a device at the Doctors Surgery, it was the opinion that it was inside and therefore not available outside the opening times of the surgery. Clerk was requested to contact the surgery to request if they would consider moving it outside, so it was accessible to all. 

b) Old School Community Centre:  Cllr Young has completed a grant application to FCC for the Solar panels. The Parish Council will provide the third-party payment of £1075 which will be reimbursed via the Old School. A decision should be made by early June. If the application is declined, then the project may not go ahead.

Wilson Tarmac is scheduled to carry out the car park works on Tues 31 March from early morning (There are no bookings during the day, and the car park should be finished and ready to use for the evening booking, it not, Cllr Young would lock the gates.) As the quote was out of date, the price has increased but is still less expensive than the other quotes previously submitted.

It was reported that there was damp in the gents’ toilets which was being monitored. 

c) Village Hall:   Signed minutes from December 2025 received. All working well at the Village Hall. 

10. Highway Matters: Pot hole in Bell Lane between the doctor’s surgery and the car park. Reported to KCC Highways 947337.  Works complete.

A review has taken place by KCC Highways regarding the use by equestrians using NCR footpath/cycleway. KCC Highways based on officers’ professional advice has decided that the current prohibition signs should be removed and arrangements be made to allow horse riders to use the footway and has instructed officers to progress the matter. KCC will keep us updated with the progress of this as and when they can. B/Cllr Davis and C/Cllr Kennedy have been involved in the communication.  

Pilgrims Way (split road): KCC Highways have advised that this is now on a 4-week litter picking schedule. 

Pot hole junction of Rochester Rd/Scarborough Lane, Reported to KCC Highways 947348 – works complete.  Flooding/blocked gully in same area.  Reported to KCC Highways 947355 refers.   Under investigation.

It was advised that the speed limit sign outside No 127 Rochester Rd had been hit and requires straightening.  Clerk to report to KCC Highways. 930959 refers. Under investigation. Works being programmed. Works completed.

Fly tip of doors on New Court Rd on left hand side heading towards Peters Village, just after turning to St Marys Church.  Reported to TMBC.  Fly tip cleared.

Further work to the surface/pot holes of Pilgrims Way Split Rd has been scheduled by Highways in the new financial year.

Road markings request to be refreshed: from top of Bull Lane, Eccles up to split section of Pilgrims Way, junction of Rochester Rd/New Court Rd including the zebra crossing and also disabled bays in Bell Lane to be refreshed. All reported to KCC Highways, 952444, 952447 and 952450. Disabled bays are the responsibility of TMBC, so they have been contacted.  TMBC have advised that weather permitting, the disabled parking bays in Bell Lane will be refreshed late March/early April. KCC have advised that the junction of Rochester Rd/New Court Rd including the zebra crossing has been risk assessed and deemed no action required. From top of Bull Lane Eccles to split section of Pilgrims way – due to limited funding KCC will not be addressing.  	

Cllr Bell and the Clerk will be attending a Road Safety and Active Travel Group (RSATG) hosted by KCC on Tuesday 21 April at Sessions House, County Hall, Maidstone. (Cllr Hurst is a reserve).

Cattle Grid at MR 21 (Windmill) is nearly full.  PROW advised.

A TEAMS meeting has been scheduled with KCC Highways to review the HIP early April.

It was reported that a possible un-authorised litter picker was seen today around 4.00pm on New Court Rd near to Margetts Lane. Clerk advised that a set of litter picking equipment had been passed to a local resident (which included hi vis jacket) a while ago to litter pick Margetts Lane layby, so perhaps it was them.  However, it was advised that the person in question was not wearing hi vis and was on New Court Rd on the opposite side to Margetts Lane.  Clerk to check. 

11. Recreation ground/Landscaping: Some of the original cross pieces have been placed on the rockery area on the left-hand side as suggested.  More work to be caried out as the pieces are not having the hoped effect.  The surplus pieces have been placed on the side of the rockery for the time being. This is still in the process of being addressed with the assistance of Cllr Bell and local residents. It was advised that this was still in hand – awaiting drier weather. 

Court Meadow lease is due to expire June 2026: Trenport have been made aware and will come back to us in due course. Clerk has spoken to R Hall’s secretary and is awaiting a call back. Clerk has left three messages for a call back. It has now been confirmed that Trenport will come back to us nearer the time. Clerk has a note for April to re-contact Trenport. 

Trenport Property Holdings have gone into administration – so there may be implications regarding the lease. 

A discussion took place regarding Trenport’ s administration.  Clerk was requested to contact our solicitors to seek their guidance in the event that the lease expired without a new one being in place and what happens to the land in this scenario.

There has been no further update from Aylesford Football Club regarding the use of the recreation ground/changing rooms at the Old School Community Centre:    

The new refuse bin in front of the skate ramp has finally been installed after several months of delays.

The Union Flag at the war memorial is looking tatty.  Replacement from One Stop Promotions is £105.55 ex vat (2.5yd (228cm x 114cm) sewn woven polyester, roped and toggled.  This was discussed and AGREED.

A site meeting took place with Tree Surgeons of Kent regarding the outstanding work from 2025 and new work required.  The main areas are trees on allotment, trees in Downs Meadow overhanging the VH, removal of dead tree at MR23 (Dave Davis) and the trees in the right-hand corner of the recreation ground (130 Rochester Rd). 5 days’ work at a cost of £850 per day plus Vat (£4250), work could be carried out w/c 7 April 2026. (Tree work was budgeted for in 2026/2027.) This was discussed and AGREED. 

Cllr Hurst has carried out some work to the first gate entrance on Court Meadow (nearest to Rochester Rd) as the area was becoming slippery and potentially dangerous and also carried out work to the right-hand corner of the recreation ground where the new gate has been installed. 

The new plaques on the free-standing wall are inspected regularly, and all appear to be attached safety.  It was also reported that photos had been taken of the cross and submitted to War Memorial On-line which was part of the funding criteria via War Memorial Trust.

Cllr Hurst reported that two upright poles were missing from the MUGA. Clerk advised that the “missing” uprights were being held in the office.  However, at the annual inspection in September 2025, no mention of the missing uprights had been made. 

12. Allotment Matters:  The 11-tonne load of compost was delivered to the allotments on 02.03.26. The costs for the delivery £85 will be charged back to the allotment holders pro-rota.   

It was advised that 2 x half plots were available and that allotment rents including the costs for the compost would be “collected” soon.  Most allotment holders now pay by bank transfer.

13. Parish Owned car parks:   CCTV for both Bell Lane and Church Street car parks.  Quotes obtained.  A summary of the quotes has been provided to councillors.  Clerk has made contact with KCC regarding Community Grants and also C/Cllr Kennedy as no response from the contact provided at KCC – we await their response.  The quotes were discussed in full but deferred awaiting grant information and IT advice from Aidan Brown. 

14. General Planning Applications:
TM/25/00506/PA: 235 Rochester Rd, Burham: New single storey residential dwelling. Observations submitted. Apparently, Clarion was not aware of the planning application. B/Cllr Davis has made contact with Clarion who has confirmed that they own the car park. 

TM/25/01146/PA: 3 Culand Cottages, Pilgrims Way, Burham: Proposed erection of a two storey 2-bedroom self-build end of terrace dwelling. No observations.

TM/25/01561/PA: Burham Water Supply Old Church Rd, Burham: Erection of sodium bi-sulphate chemical dosing building. Motive water building and 3 x dosing/sampling kiosks in connection with the water supply works upgrade. No observations. Approved. 

TM/25/01730/PA: Land North and South of 91 Kingswood Rd Aylesford: Demolition of existing stables and erection of a detached dwelling with vehicle access. No observations.

TM/25/01822/PA: The Paddock, Rochester Rd, Burham: Details of condition 07 (Site development scheme), submitted pursuant to Appeal Decision TM/23/03168/PA (Change of use of land to use as a residential caravan site for one Gypsy family with two caravans, including no more than one static caravan/mobile home together with laying of hardstanding). No observations.

TM/26/00008/FL: Development Site Land and Buildings North and West of St Marys Church Old Church Road Burham Rochester Kent. Section 73 application to remove Conditions 2 (Plans list), 18 (Use Class E (g)) and 26 (Vehicular access) of planning permission TM/23/03310 (Redevelopment of site for mixed use Commercial (Class E)) to allow for updated plans, to permit Class E(d) use in addition to the previously approved Class E(g) uses and to restrict the southern access to light vehicles only, preventing HGV and emergency service access from this point. Observations submitted.  Request “call in” by Borough Councillors. “Call in” accepted.

An informal meeting was held with the applicant of TM/26/00008/FL and representatives of the parish council regarding the observations submitted. The lack of footway was a concern which could be bought to the attention of KCC Highways at the TEAMS meeting scheduled for early April. After being requested the applicant advised he would carry out traffic assessment, light pollution and noise assessment.

TM/26/00195: 4 Haleys Place Burham: Lawful Development Certificate Proposed: Loft conversion with rear dormer and front roof windows.

Whilst not in our parish, Cemex are proposing 200 new homes at the land west of Bull Lane, Aylesford Heritage Ltd.  A public drop in event was held 17 March at Aylesford Community Centre. No outline planning application has been submitted so far. There are two other applications nearby Land at Eccles/Bushey Wood 22/00113 and Aylesford Heritage Ltd 22/01909 which have been approved.  Cemex can be contacted on hello@BullLane.co.uk, 0800 689 5209 or www.BullLane.co.uk. 
	
	
	


15. Financial Matters & Authorization of Accounts for Payment: Chair to confirm and sign bank balance against minutes from February for Bank of Ireland. This task was carried out.

Bank position (Bank of Ireland) as of 27 March 2026……………   £ 11,648.05

TMBC Business Rates 2026/2027: Parish Building £460.60, Church Street car park £388.96, Bell Lane zero charge. Clerk advised that these had decreased from 2024/2025, and it was advised this may be due to the fact that the valuable rates has decreased to. 

Charles Stanley and Raymond James have integrated, so some of our documents received will show the Raymond James name and branding. Nothing about our relationship or the service we receive is changing. Our portfolio continues to be managed in the same way and there is no change to fees, reporting frequency or how we contact them. 

Charles Stanley selling notes received.

Income received since the last meeting:

Charles Stanley dividends						1744.38
Allotment rent	2026/2027						      6.75

	  					TOTAL			1751.13				

	4487
	All Saints Church PCC
	Donation (as agreed)
	600.00

	4488
	Hadlum Print & Design
	Burham Buzz Spring
	285.00

	DD
	Global 4 (due 10.03.26)
	Transfer of data, domain registration
	333.24

	DD
	Global 4 (due 15.03.26)
	Internet & Phone
	44.90

	DD
	SSE (due 21.03.26)
	Street lighting
	66.18

	4489
	CSG Global Education Ltd
	Paper hand towels
	23.14

	4490
	J Pannell (park warden)
	Salary
	254.06

	4491
	P Saunders (Clerk)
	Salary
	1518.89

	4492
	P Saunders (Clerk)
	Imprest
	10.85

	4493
	A Bergin
	Cleaning parish office
	66.07

	4494
	Defib World
	Replacement adult G3 pads
	59.99

	
	
	
	

	
	
	TOTAL
	3262.32

	
	
	
	



*British gas has credited us £150 to our account, due to a fixed fee not included in the contract information. Feb invoice received (in March) for £64.51, so in credit for £85.49.
**please sign imprest book

16. Other Notified Matters  
a) Clerk:  Clerk advised that whilst her eye test was not due until later in the year, she had been experiencing problems, so had booked an eye test early.  In previous years the parish council have covered the cost for the eye test (not any new glasses).  This was AGREED.  
b) Chair:  No new matters to discuss.
c) Councillors: Cllr Bell requested permission to hang easter treats on the tree on Whitehouse Crescent green.  This was AGREED. She also advised that an East Egg Trail would be installed within the village, with prizes for collection at the Windmill Pub.  

Cllr Stead enquired if there was any update on the KCC removal of the “No Horses” signs along New Court Rd footway/cycleway. It was advised that there was no update currently but could be discussed with KCC Highways at the TEAMS meeting in early April. 

The Street lighting contracts with SSE ended 31.10.25. There appears to be some confusion at SSE, with new contracts, supply number etc.  They have also sent an invoice for over £1.2k for a supply that was disengaged/made redundant in 2022. The Chair and Vice chair agreed to stop all direct debt payments to SSE until a solution has been found. This has been carried out. A formal complaint has been logged with SSE regarding this £1.2k invoice. Another invoice has also been received for over £500; This was added to the previous complaint as per SSE advice. Whilst SSE have responded, their responses have been vague or non-conclusive to our queries. Our complaint is currently under review, and a deadlock letter has been issued by SSE.  This enables us to go to the Energy Ombudsman.  We have also made enquiries with our insurers in case formal legal advice/representation is required. On 21.11.25 another bill was received for over £600 added to the previous invoice for over £500. Credits notes have been received which cancels out some invoices. However, lower invoices have been received for the same period.

On 05.01.26 the letter from SSE was received advising that we could now go to the energy ombudsman.  However, when we logged with them, we were advised that as we are local government, we do not meet their criteria and as we are not classed as a micro business by them, they cannot assist.

Although we have offered SSE a payment for period Sept – Dec at the same rate as the new contract signed for period Jan 26 – Dec 26, they have advised that as the complaint has been passed to their complaints management team for deadlock review. Nothing can be considered until a response has been received regarding this deadlock and no time frames have been provided although we have requested a timeline.

We believe we are covered for legal advice via our insurance – this is the next process which is underway. The insurers have advised that “we are pleased to confirm that you do have cover under your policy to assist with a legal dispute against SSE if the matter escalates. At this stage we will need to await the outcome of your complaint, hopefully this resolves the issue, and no legal recourse is needed. We will wait to hear from you regarding the outcome of your complaint.” SSE have now sent a deadlock letter which has been sent to our insurers. UK Power has also provided additional information, which has also been sent to our insurance lawyers. Clerk has found an email from January 2023 which states “I can also advise, as MPAN 1900014430111 now has zero usage on the UMS certificate, I have closed this supply down on our system and going forward you will no longer receive invoices for this MPAN”, this has also been sent to our insurance. This is the MPAN number which SSE are trying to charge standing charges. The insurance lawyers have advised that generally they find it is more cost effective to pay the claim rather than pursuing through the courts. The Policy allow them to choose to pay us the amount we would be claiming instead of instructing a legal representative. The amount in dispute is £1338.68. The payment to us will be in full and final settlement of our claim under our legal expenses policy.  They have advised they will keep the claim open for 21 days and we can still pursue the claim personally direct with SSE. An email has been sent to SSE outlining the email received from January 2023 requesting a credit note for the back charges within 7 days.  We await SSE response before responding to the insurance lawyers. 

Burham Buzz Spring was circulated 1st week of March.

The WI have organised a FREE drop in demonstration and practice of CPR skills, Sat 25th and Sun 26th April 2.45 -5.30 pm at the Old School Community Centre.  All welcome.

We still have one vacancy for a parish councillor, if you are interested, please contact the Clerk on 01634 685936.

17. Public Participation:   Member of the public advised that the defibrillator at the parish building did not advise the post code, which was requested when the device was used over weekend.  It was advised that there is an area to include this, but it does wear away with the weather, even if permanent marker is used.  Cllr Hurst advised that he will address, together with the device at the garage.  

18. Date of next meeting: Monday 27 April 2026, 7.30 pm at the Parish Office. (AGM to take place first, with the general monthly meeting to follow directly after).

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.10pm


Signed as a correct record of the proceedings:





S I G N E D ……………………………………….		Date ………………………………
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