



MINUTES of the MEETING of the PARISH COUNCIL, held 7.30 pm on

MONDAY 27 APRIL 2026 

AT THE PARISH OFFICE, ROCHESTER RD, BURHAM



Present:	Cllr Young (in the chair), Cllrs Stead, Barritt, Sangha, Bell (slightly late), Hurst. Cllr Llewellyn (once co-opted)
     

In Attendance:		Miss P Saunders (Clerk)
				B/Cllr Dalton (part-meeting)
				
				
Members of the Public:	Five members of the public


CLERK’S NEW EMAIL ADDRESS IS clerk@burhampc.co.uk



1. Apologies for absence:   Cllr Krauspe, B/Cllr Davis

2. Co-option of Cllr Llewellyn:  Cllr Llewellyn signed her Declarations of Acceptance of Office, Clerk counter signed.

3. To approve the Minutes of the Meeting held 30 March 2026:   These were agreed, initialled on each page, and fully signed.  

4. Matters arising from the Minutes other than listed below: There were none not already listed under the agenda items.

5. Declarations of Interest:  No new declarations were declared.   

6. Police Report:  Clerk has submitted a Police Property Fund grant application for £1000 towards the CCTV cameras and also requested a grant application form from C/Cllr Kennedy for same project.  Cllr Sangha advised that he would like to include the crimes figures in the Burham Buzz quarterly magazine, so if PC Brown could provide those figures against the list attached, that would be great. Clerk to contact PC Brown.

Whilst PC Brown mentioned some long-term solutions to the speeding in Church Street including traffic calming measures and speed cameras, KCC (who are the responsible authority) would require evidence.  Whilst comments are posted on social media regarding the speeding, the Parish Council has not received any formal complaints recently. 

Please see attached report.

7. Borough Councillor’s Report:  Please see attached. B/Cllr Dalton advised that a Lawful Development Certificate had been applied for the Bell Lane Application (TM/21/01767 & TM/23/01598), which if approved allows another 2 years on planning on the outline application already approved. If Lawful Development Certificate was accepted, the approved application would retain the original outline application i.e. number of houses, car park and open space/playing pitch area.  If not approved, a new planning application could be submitted with major changes i.e. the number of houses may change and the car park and open space/playing pitch area may be removed. 

B/Cllr Dalton advised that there was no update or further information on Peters Village Southern extension or Land at Eccles. 

He also advised that SE Water had advised that they would experience problems with supplying water to the number of new dwellings set by the Government.  Their own 5-year plan was 4,500 dwellings, whereas the Government was quoting 19,000 dwellings over the same period.  Currently SE Water are not statutory consultees on planning applications. The Leader of TMBC had meet with Government Ministers to discuss this and further meetings were scheduled to take place.  Policies at TMBC planning had been put in place as whilst water had to be supplied by law, these new policies would look at addressing the short supply.

B/Cllr Dalton reported that the St Marys development (TM/26/0008) had been amended and the outside children’s padel court removed.  The water supply might be a consideration too. (See under Agenda Item 14) Planning applications) 

8. County Councillor’s Report:   April newsletter attached, together with a report from Andrew. 

9. Parish Owned Buildings: 

a) Parish Building:  The cess pit was full and was emptied.  
An order has been placed with ZEN for the change to full fibre and digital voice. There was an error on the original costings, but they have honoured it for 3 months (@ £30 per month ex vat for the first 3 months increasing to £36.25 per month ex vat after that). Installation was due to take place 15 May, but City Fibre are required to do some cable installation before hand possibly end of May. ZEN cannot complete their work until City Fibre work has taken place.  Global 4 (our existing provider has been notified) but no actual termination date given as yet. 

There was some confusion on the notice period which they advised is 3 months, but we are aware (as advised by Global 4) that early termination fees apply too.  Clerk to contact Global 4 to clarify the situation. 

b) Old School Community Centre:  Cllr Young has completed a grant application to FCC for the Solar panels. The Parish Council will provide the third-party payment of £1075 which will be reimbursed via the Old School. A decision should be made by early June. If the application is declined, then the project may not go ahead.

Wilson Tarmac has carried out the car park works on Tues 31 March. 

It was advised that weeds were growing in the outside area and required addressing.  Cllr Hurst to address. 

All other matters at the Old School Community Centre were running smoothly.

c) Village Hall:   Most matters were running smoothly at the Village Hall.  There had been a problem with hirers last weekend.  A party was booked but there was very little adult supervision (2 adults, 70 teenagers).  The Police had been called and an ambulance attended as a young female had passed out (possibly due to excessive drinking of alcohol).  The teenagers had caused problems within the village, at the garage and the pub. Whilst the party had been shut down by 8.30pm, teenagers were still in the village up until 10.30pm causing chaos and havoc with their ant-social behaviour. 

Some slight damage had occurred to the hall.

Regulations on the booking process had been tightened up to ensure that the problems experienced would not be repeated. 

It was the opinion of some that better network protections should be in place. 

10. Highway Matters: A review has taken place by KCC Highways regarding the use by equestrians using NCR footpath/cycleway. KCC Highways based on officers’ professional advice has decided that the current prohibition signs should be removed and arrangements be made to allow horse riders to use the footway and has instructed officers to progress the matter. KCC will keep us updated with the progress of this as and when they can. B/Cllr Davis and C/Cllr Kennedy have been involved in the communication.  A response has been sent to KCC Highways providing the historic information and explaining that the footway/cycleway is not as we understand legally wide enough for it to become a bridleway. If the BHS want it as a bridleway, then they should pay and if any upgrade takes place, it needs to be fully upgraded to bridleway standards. They have responded “The points you have raised have been considered during the process of deliberating the decision to make these changes. Consideration of the request to allow horse riders to use the shared use pathway adjacent to New Court Road was made in light of current traffic levels and movement and not based on historical usage.
 
Planning Permission: This infrastructure now forms part of the public highway.  Advice from KCC Transport & Development Planning professionals is that KCC, as the highway authority, does not need planning permission to make changes to the public highway unless, the works have significant environmental effects.  This is not the case in this instance.
 
Construction: Whilst greater width would ordinarily be provided for a multi-user route (pedestrian, cycle, and equestrian), the width of this section of pathway is congruent with other shared use pathways in the county, including linked local pathways further towards Peters Village (from Old Church Lane onwards) that operate without incident.

 	Although widening of the existing footway is not possible, the British Horse Society (BHS) has highlighted their commitment to helping ensure safe use of the shared route for all users, if there are any concerns identified please let KCC and the BHS know so we can work together to address these.”

Flooding/blocked gully at junction of Rochester Rd/Scarborough Lane - Reported to KCC Highways 947355 refers.   Under investigation.

Further work to the surface/pot holes of Pilgrims Way Split Rd has been scheduled by Highways in the new financial year. Clerk was requested to chase. 

Cllr Bell and the Clerk attended a Road Safety and Active Travel Group (RSATG) hosted by KCC on Tuesday 21 April at Sessions House, County Hall, Maidstone. Whilst the seminar covered Speedwatch and our HIP, there was also “new” information available for schools to address amongst other inconsiderate parking with potential funding available.  The school would have to apply direct.  There were also education courses for a lifelong learning journey of safer behaviours available free from pre-school age groups up to mature drivers which may be useful for certain village groups.

Cattle Grid at MR 21 (Windmill) is nearly full.  PROW advised. Clerk was requested to chase. 

A TEAMS meeting took place with KCC Highways to review the HIP early April. This was very constructive.  KCC Highways have taken forward our request for more prominent signs in Court Rd, the no right sign at Church Street being ignored and the St Marys Development concerns. A up to date HIP has now been received. 

The “un-authorised litter picker” on New Court Rd near to Margetts Lane. Clerk has checked with the resident who we supplied the litter picking equipment and he advised it wasn’t him, although he was aware of a Halling resident that litter picks in New Court Rd. 

Cllr Sangha advised that he had seen possibly the same person again at the bottom of Church Street, with a grey SUV ford parked nearby, without wearing hi-vis which was a concern. 

11. Recreation ground/Landscaping: Some of the original cross pieces have been placed on the rockery area on the left-hand side as suggested.  More work to be caried out as the pieces are not having the hoped effect.  The surplus pieces have been placed on the side of the rockery for the time being. This is still in the process of being addressed with the assistance of Cllr Bell and local residents. It was advised that this was still in hand – Cllr Bell would liaise with V Wisdom. 

Court Meadow lease is due to expire June 2026: Trenport have been made aware. Trenport Property Holdings have gone into administration – so there may be implications regarding the lease. Trenport have indicated that due to the situation, they may be in a position to sell us Court Meadow – we await their written proposal. Clerk advised that she had left a message today with Trenport to call us regarding this. It was advised that once the proposal had been received, it was recommended that we source an official valuation. 

There has been no further update from Aylesford Football Club regarding the use of the recreation ground/changing rooms at the Old School Community Centre:    

A replacement Union Flag for the war memorial has been ordered, delivered and installed. The old flag had been passed to Cllr Young.

Tree Surgeons of Kent have carried out the agreed work to trees. All trees were checked prior to and during the work for live bird nests. No live bird nests found. There was one area that a resident had concerns about, although there were no live bird nests, this area was not completed and will be completed September under the costs agreed. Freshly cut logs were made available to residents to help themselves. It was advised that some of the trees were dead or dangerous so required attention urgently. 

The single basketball net and the two nets on the MUGA are damaged and possibly need replacing. Although the single net was replaced in July 2025. Cllr Bell agreed to liaise with resident Chris Manley with a view of purchasing replacement nets. 

12. Allotment Matters:  Most of the allotment rents have now been paid. Cllr Young passed £3 to the Clerk for banking (as listed on the income). Clerk was requested to contact the compost supplier to ascertain if any more was available. A couple of new enquiries had been received.  The mains water had been turned back on, with the meter reading the same as when it was switched off. 

13. Parish Owned car parks:   CCTV for both Bell Lane and Church Street car parks.  Quotes obtained.  A summary of the quotes has been provided to councillors.  Aidan Brown had concerns regarding some of the quotes due to high-risk problems and bans already in place. Whilst technically some are permitted, they are strongly discouraged. Taking into account the information and the comments made by Aidan a full discussion took place.  The Licence which was included in some of the quotes was queried.  Clerk advised that we do pay an annual amount to the Information Commission Officer (ICO), but she would need to check the details.   Further discussions took place; it was mentioned by Cllr Bell that the quotes were not like for like. However, it was proposed by Cllr Sangha. Seconded by Cllr Hurst to go forward with Option 1 from StarTech Communications subject to the grant funding being secured and clarifying the license aspect. AGREED (Cllr Young did not cast a vote)

14. General Planning Applications:
TM/25/00506/PA: 235 Rochester Rd, Burham: New single storey residential dwelling. Observations submitted. Apparently, Clarion was not aware of the planning application. B/Cllr Davis has made contact with Clarion who has confirmed that they own the car park. 

TM/25/01146/PA: 3 Culand Cottages, Pilgrims Way, Burham: Proposed erection of a two storey 2-bedroom self-build end of terrace dwelling. No observations.

TM/25/01730/PA: Land North and South of 91 Kingswood Rd Aylesford: Demolition of existing stables and erection of a detached dwelling with vehicle access. No observations.

TM/25/01822/PA: The Paddock, Rochester Rd, Burham: Details of condition 07 (Site development scheme), submitted pursuant to Appeal Decision TM/23/03168/PA (Change of use of land to use as a residential caravan site for one Gypsy family with two caravans, including no more than one static caravan/mobile home together with laying of hardstanding). No observations.

TM/26/00008/FL: Development Site Land and Buildings North and West of St Marys Church Old Church Road Burham Rochester Kent. Section 73 application to remove Conditions 2 (Plans list), 18 (Use Class E (g)) and 26 (Vehicular access) of planning permission TM/23/03310 (Redevelopment of site for mixed use Commercial (Class E)) to allow for updated plans, to permit Class E(d) use in addition to the previously approved Class E(g) uses and to restrict the southern access to light vehicles only, preventing HGV and emergency service access from this point. Observations submitted.  Request “call in” by Borough Councillors. “Call in” accepted. Revised drawings submitted.

An informal meeting was held with the applicant of TM/26/00008/FL and representatives of the parish council regarding the observations submitted. The lack of footway was a concern which could be bought to the attention of KCC Highways at the TEAMS meeting scheduled for early April. After being requested the applicant advised he would carry out traffic assessment, light pollution, and noise assessment. 

TM/26/00195: 4 Haleys Place Burham: Lawful Development Certificate Proposed: Loft conversion with rear dormer and front roof windows. No observations.
	
	
	


15. Financial Matters & Authorization of Accounts for Payment: Chair to confirm and sign bank balance against minutes from March for Bank of Ireland. This task was carried out.

Bank position (Bank of Ireland) as of 24 April 2026……………   £ 17,703.20

Charles Stanley Investment portfolio received for Jan 26 – March 26 – copied to all councillors.

Clerk has submitted a VAT return for period Feb 26 – March 26 for the value of £262.78 – now received.	

Clerk advised that the April VAT reclaim was approx. £2.5K, so that would be claimed early May. 

Cllr Young queried a direct debt for over £800 which was taken this morning. Without further information the Clerk could not advise further, so Cllr Young would double check tomorrow. (The following day it was found to be a cheque (number 4486) made payable to Boundary Fencing in February which had only just been cashed, it was not a direct debt payment).

Charles Stanley buying note received. 					

Income received since the last meeting:

			HM Rev VAT reclaim				     262.78
			TMBC 1st Precept payment				16,158.99
			Allotment rents bank transfer	(up to 14.04.26)	     719.25
			Allotment rents cash					       45.00
			All Recycling clothing				       84.00
			Charles Stanley Dividends				  1,638.25
			Mrs Good Cod parking donation			     176.00
			Allotment compost					        3.00
				
	  					TOTAL			19,087.27

	DD
	TMBC (due 01.04.26)
	Rates Parish Building
	52.60

	DD
	TMBC (due 01.04.26)
	Rates Church Street car park
	52.96

	DD
	Ezy Clean (due 07.04.26)
	Parish Building
	13.30

	DD
	Global 4 (due 10.04.26)
	Email on line plan
	3.96

	DD
	Global 4 (due 15.04.26)
	Monthly internet & Phone
	44.90

	4495
	Tree Surgeons of Kent
	Tree addressing
	2,040.00

	4496
	One Stop Promotion
	Union Flag (war memorial)
	126.66

	4497
	Wilson Tarmac
	Old School Car Park
	6,690.00

	CS
	Charles Stanley 
	Management fees
	1,991.17

	DD
	HM Rev (due 19.04.26)
	NI Contributions
	1,318.01

	DD
	SSE (due 21.04.26)
	Street lighting
	69.81

	4498
	Business Stream
	Allotment water
	19.41

	4499
	Arkadia Ltd
	Payroll Services
	474.00

	4500
	Cancelled
	
	

	4501
	P Saunders (Clerk)
	Salary
	1,568.12

	4502
	J Pannell (Park Warden)
	Salary
	264.46

	4503
	Bentham
	Ink Cartridges
	179.90

	4504
	CSG Ltd
	Cess Pit emptying parish building
	182.00

	4505
	S Wills
	Website hosting
	180.00

	4506
	Tree Surgeons of Kent
	Tree work
	3,060.00

	4507
	Simply Double Glazing Ltd
	Deposit parish building
	216.00

	4508*
	P Saunders (Clerk)
	Imprest (includes eye test)
	46.80

	4509
	A Bergin
	Cleaning parish building
	56.31

	4510
	KALC
	Annual Subs
	576.28

	
	
	
	

	
	
	TOTAL
	19,226.65



*British gas has credited us £150 to our account, due to a fixed fee not included in the contract information. Feb invoice received (in March) for £64.51, March invoice received (in April) for £71.00 so in credit for £14.49.
**please sign imprest book

16. Other Notified Matters  
a) Clerk:  No new matters to report.  
b) Chair:  No new matters to report.
c) Councillors:  Cllr Bell enquired if replacement benches could be installed on MR21.  Previously, benches were on the PROW but had been removed over the years as they had become unsafe.  There were areas that were suitable for benching installation. Clerk was requested to contact PROW for permission. Perhaps the broken trees/branches etc in the area could be utilized?

The Street lighting contracts with SSE ended 31.10.25. There appears to be some confusion at SSE, with new contracts, supply number etc.  They have also sent an invoice for over £1.2k for a supply that was disengaged/made redundant in 2022. The Chair and Vice chair agreed to stop all direct debt payments to SSE until a solution has been found. This has been carried out. A formal complaint has been logged with SSE regarding this £1.2k invoice. Another invoice has also been received for over £500; This was added to the previous complaint as per SSE advice. Whilst SSE have responded, their responses have been vague or non-conclusive to our queries. Our complaint is currently under review, and a deadlock letter has been issued by SSE.  This enables us to go to the Energy Ombudsman.  We have also made enquiries with our insurers in case formal legal advice/representation is required. On 21.11.25 another bill was received for over £600 added to the previous invoice for over £500. Credits notes have been received which cancels out some invoices. However, lower invoices have been received for the same period.

On 05.01.26 the letter from SSE was received advising that we could now go to the energy ombudsman.  However, when we logged with them, we were advised that as we are local government, we do not meet their criteria and as we are not classed as a micro business by them, they cannot assist.

Although we have offered SSE a payment for period Sept – Dec at the same rate as the new contract signed for period Jan 26 – Dec 26, they have advised that as the complaint has been passed to their complaints management team for deadlock review. Nothing can be considered until a response has been received regarding this deadlock and no time frames have been provided although we have requested a timeline.

We believe we are covered for legal advice via our insurance – this is the next process which is underway. The insurers have advised that “we are pleased to confirm that you do have cover under your policy to assist with a legal dispute against SSE if the matter escalates. At this stage we will need to await the outcome of your complaint, hopefully this resolves the issue, and no legal recourse is needed. We will wait to hear from you regarding the outcome of your complaint.” SSE have now sent a deadlock letter which has been sent to our insurers. UK Power has also provided additional information, which has also been sent to our insurance lawyers. Clerk has found an email from January 2023 which states “I can also advise, as MPAN 1900014430111 now has zero usage on the UMS certificate, I have closed this supply down on our system and going forward you will no longer receive invoices for this MPAN”, this has also been sent to our insurance. This is the MPAN number which SSE are trying to charge standing charges. The insurance lawyers have advised that generally they find it is more cost effective to pay the claim rather than pursuing through the courts. The Policy allow them to choose to pay us the amount we would be claiming instead of instructing a legal representative. The amount in dispute is £1338.68. The payment to us will be in full and final settlement of our claim under our legal expenses policy.  They have advised they will keep the claim open for 21 days and we can still pursue the claim personally direct with SSE. An email has been sent to SSE outlining the email received from January 2023 requesting a credit note for the back charges within 7 days.  We await SSE response before responding to the insurance lawyers. No response from SSE, we have accepted the insurance proposals and payment should be made by 1 May 2026.

A new infrastructure statement has been submitted to TMBC (no changes from 2025), this document relates to S106 funding of which we have been advised there is nothing allocated to us.

The Parish Office will be closed from Monday 25 May (Bank holiday) until Fri 5 June – reopening on Monday 8 June at 10.00 am. 

17. Public Participation:  Member of the public advised that rubbish (many one tonne bags) had been dumped and was being burnt in an area down by the Old Brick works, through the locked yellow gates.  The resident would supply photographs so that it could be reported to TMBC. Apparently, this had been going on for some time although this was the first report that the Parish Council had received.

Another member of the public enquired if the Parish Council would be prepared to purchase some “Bleed kits” – Clerk was requested to obtain prices.     

18. Date of next meeting: Monday 18th May 2026 – 7.30 pm at the Parish Building- Annual Meeting of the Parish Council, Election of Officers.




There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.15pm


Signed as a correct record of the proceedings:





S I G N E D ……………………………………….		Date ………………………………





2

