


MINUTES of the MEETING of the PARISH COUNCIL, held 7.30 pm on

MONDAY 23 FEBRUARY 2026 

AT THE PARISH OFFICE, ROCHESTER RD, BURHAM



Present:	Cllr Young (in the chair), Cllrs Stead, Barritt, Hurst.     

In Attendance:		Miss P Saunders (Clerk)
				B/Cllr Davis (part-meeting)
				
Members of the Public:	Two members of the public



CLERK’S NEW EMAIL ADDRESS IS clerk@burhampc.co.uk




1. Apologies for absence:  Cllrs Sangha & Bell. Ms A Griffiths – CPRE. 

2. To approve the Minutes of the Meeting held 26 January 2026:  These were agreed, initialled on each page, and fully signed.  

3. Matters arising from the Minutes other than listed below: There were none not already listed under the agenda items.

4. Declarations of Interest:  No new declarations were declared. (Cllr Young had declared an interest last month regarding the CCTV’s as his son had submitted a quote)

5. Police Report:    Here is a report for the Burham area in terms of calls from the beginning of the month

Assaults – 0 
Theft – 0 
Burglary – 0 
Criminal Damage – 0 
ASB - 1

I am pleased to say that crime numbers remain low in your area, and we have only had 1 ASB related call this month. I’m not aware of any other issues in the local community, however, should anything require my attention, please let me know.

6. Borough Councillor’s Report:   Please see attached report. It was advised that Matt Boughton – TMBC Leader would be happy to attend any meeting that the Parish Council felt was appropriate. Model 3a (three unitary option) is the TMBC preferred proposal and supported by the greatest number of councils including TMBC. The consultation is open now up to 26 March and any one (private individuals, groups, and parish councils) can submit their comments.  The Parish Council supports Option 3a and will be completing the consultation within the timeframes. 



7. County Councillor’s Report:  No new matters reported.   

8. CPRE – Andrea Griffiths: Unfortunately, Andrea was unable to attend due to sickness. An alternative date of 30 March has been suggested.  This was agreed.

9. Parish Owned Buildings: 

a) Parish Building:  One emergency light in main committee room not working. Work carried out mid-February. 

b) Old School Community Centre:  The Old School Car Park surface requires some patching work to be carried out.  Quotes obtained.

Quote 1 :		£5965
Quote 2 		£5175
Quote 3 		£12,855
Quotes copied to all Councillors. All Prices ex vat.  This was discussed and Quote 2 from Wilson Tarmac was agreed (£5175), subject to any price increase as the original quote was dated October 2025. (The weather needs to improve slightly before the work can commence). 

It was also advised that as the majority of the users of the Old School Community centre were from outside the village, Cllr Young would be requesting a donation from the Old School Community Centre. 

Cllr Young has completed a grant application to FCC for the Solar panels. The Parish Council will provide the third-party payment of £1075 which will be reimbursed via the Old School. A decision should be made by early June. If the application is declined, then the project may not go ahead.

Signed minutes from the extra ordinary meeting held 30th October 2025 received together with the signed minutes and accounts from November 2025.

c) Village Hall:  Some emergency lights required replacing which A Osborne Electricals carried out.  Work has also been carried out to the outside wood work and guttering which the costs will be covered by the Village Hall Management Committee. Cllr Young will monitor the outside timbers to ensure that they are in a good condition. 

The internal decoration will be addressed in due course. 

10. Highway Matters: 2 x pot holes along Pilgrims Way, one at each end. Reported to KCC Highways 923389 and 923391 refers. Enquiries under investigation.  Work completed.

Pot hole in Bell Lane, opposite the entrance to the car park.  Reported to KCC Highways 924331 refers.  Enquiries under investigation. Works completed.

Pot hole in Bell Lane between the doctor’s surgery and the car park.  Clerk was requested to report to KCC Highways. 

A review has taken place by KCC Highways regarding the use by equestrians using NCR footpath/cycleway. KCC Highways based on officers’ professional advice has decided that the current prohibition signs should be removed and arrangements be made to allow horse riders to use the footway and has instructed officers to progress the matter. KCC will keep us updated with the progress of this as and when they can. B/Cllr Davis and C/Cllr Kennedy have been involved in the communication.  This was discussed. It was the opinion that the footway/cycleway was not legally wide enough to be a bridleway.

Pilgrims Way (split road) is covered in litter.  TMBC advised. Work carried out late January, although by late February the area is covered in litter again. It was advised that the bottom section had been cleared today, unsure regarding the top section. 

It was advised that the speed limit sign outside No 127 Rochester Rd had been hit and requires straightening.  Clerk to report to KCC Highways. 930959 refers. Under investigation. Works being programmed.

Large Fly tip near to St Marys Church, Old Church Rd – reported to TMBC. Fly tip cleared.

Fly tip of doors on New Court Rd on left hand side heading towards Peters Village, just after turning to St Marys Church.  Reported to TMBC. 

Further work to the surface/pot holes of Pilgrims Way Split Rd has been scheduled by Highways in the new financial year.

11. Recreation ground/Landscaping: Some of the original cross pieces have been placed on the rockery area on the left-hand side as suggested.  More work to be caried out as the pieces are not having the hoped effect.  The surplus pieces have been placed on the side of the rockery for the time being. This is still in the process of being addressed with the assistance of Cllr Bell and local residents. It was advised that this was still in hand – awaiting drier weather. 

Court Meadow lease is due to expire June 2026: Trenport have been made aware and will come back to us in due course. Clerk has spoken to R Hall’s secretary and is awaiting a call back. Clerk has left three messages for a call back. It has now been confirmed that Trenport will come back to us nearer the time. Clerk was requested to make a note for April to re-contact Trenport. 

As per the B/Cllr report, Trenport have gone into administration – so there may be implications regarding the lease. 

Cllr Young met with the Chair of Aylesford Football Club (AFC) regarding using the recreation ground/changing rooms at the Old School Community Centre: The chair (AFC) was made aware of the condition of the changing rooms and the work that would be required to ensure the rooms were in a safe condition to use i.e. water/electric checks required etc. The Chair (AFC) would compose a plan of action for the parish council to consider.  The buildings may also require some work which would be down to the parish council to address.  They also viewed the goal posts, and it was advised that if the plan of action was accepted, AFC would remove the existing post and supply their own.  We await their plan of action which should be forthcoming in January 2026. Apologies were received from Aylesford Football Club regarding not submitting their plan of action – this was due to the wet weather that had delayed matters.  No update received for this meeting.

The damaged bin liner (for the bin in front of the skate-ramp) cannot be repaired. TMBC have ordered a replacement. We are awaiting an update from TMBC as the contractors have removed the bin as they advised it was not being replaced. It was advised that the concrete base was a trip hazard, so if the bin wasn’t being replaced the base would need to be removed. TMBC have advised that the bin should be replaced sooner rather than later. They have also advised that the works should have been carried out weeks ago and a very stern letter has been sent to the contractors. TMBC chased, who in turn chased the contractor.  The contractors have advised that they are waiting for the ground to dry out before they can re-concrete and set to install the replacement.

Playground equipment brochures have been passed to Ken Jones family, to enable them to gauge what is available and the costs involved. 

Boundary Fencing Ltd have installed a wooden gate in the bottom right-hand corner of the recreation ground (where the stile was) and also replaced the post in Court Meadow (New Court Rd side), where the post had been damaged. The area approaching the new gate is quite muddy and slippery. Cllr Hurst requested to obtain prices to address the gradient. 

12. Allotment Matters:  A 11-tonne load of compost is available FOC for the allotments, although there would be a delivery charge. Delivery could be made Jan/Feb 2026 providing an 8-wheel truck can drop the load through the allotment gate in Bell Lane.  We await the delivery costs before an order would be placed.  Costs for delivery is £85.  This was discussed and agreed.  Access would need to be via the gate in Bell Crescent, not the normal access via Bell Lane.  Cllr Young will ensure that the gate is accessible. Charges for the compost will be charged back to the allotment users.  Scheduled delivery date is 02.03.26.  

It was advised that a full allotment plot was available with no-one on the waiting list.  Contact Cllr Young if you are interested. 

It was also advised that all water butts were full. 

13. Parish Owned car parks:   CCTV for both Bell Lane and Church Street car parks.  Quotes obtained.  A summary of the quotes have been provided to councillors.  This was discussed but deferred pending grant applications (KCC Community grants) being submitted after the start of the new financial year. 

We are in communication with city fibre regarding the upgrading of broadband (underground feed) to the Village Hall and Parish Building, with the parish building being priority. Whilst October ½ term during the week was suggested, it would appear that weekend working would be better for City Fibre.  The car parks must remain open for access whilst the work is being carried out. Best dates with no VH bookings would be during January 2026.  We await further communication from them. City Fibre have also advised that they may be in a position to install two new poles and have overhead connections rather than underground feed. This is being explored by them. Clerk was requested to recontact. Clerk has emailed twice – no response so far. Clerk was requested to call City Fibre for an update. 

However, there appears to be another possible solution via Open reach which would avoid the car park being dug up. Enquiries are being made regarding Open reach.

14. General Planning Applications:
TM/25/00506/PA: 235 Rochester Rd, Burham: New single storey residential dwelling. Observations submitted. Apparently, Clarion was not aware of the planning application. B/Cllr Davis has made contact with Clarion who has confirmed in writing to him, that they do own the car park. 

TM/25/01146/PA: 3 Culand Cottages, Pilgrims Way, Burham: Proposed erection of a two storey 2-bedroom self-build end of terrace dwelling. No observations.

TM/25/01561/PA: Burham Water Supply Old Church Rd, Burham: Erection of sodium bi-sulphate chemical dosing building. Motive water building and 3 x dosing/sampling kiosks in connection with the water supply works upgrade. No observations. 

TM/25/01730/PA: Land North and South of 91 Kingswood Rd Aylesford: Demolition of existing stables and erection of a detached dwelling with vehicle access. No observations.

TM/25/01822/PA: The Paddock, Rochester Rd, Burham: Details of condition 07 (Site development scheme), submitted pursuant to Appeal Decision TM/23/03168/PA (Change of use of land to use as a residential caravan site for one Gypsy family with two caravans, including no more than one static caravan/mobile home together with laying of hardstanding). No observations.
	
	
	


15. Financial Matters & Authorization of Accounts for Payment: Chair to confirm and sign bank balance against minutes from January for Bank of Ireland. This task was carried out.

Bank position (Bank of Ireland) as of 20 February 2026……………   £ 16,563.57

Charles Stanley buying & selling notes received. 

A donation request received from All Saints Church, Wouldham. They have also requested that the regular payments previously made are reinstated.  Whilst these payments were made by the Parish Council the funding originated from TMBC.  Copied to all councillors Clerk has requested information regarding the annual upkeep of the burial ground at St Marys, Burham. This was deferred until such time we received the information. Information now received the costs to cut the churchyard is £600 per cut.  This was discussed and it was agreed to make a donation of £600 as a one-off payment in the current financial year.  Any future donations would need to be requested.  

Clerk has submitted a VAT reclaim for Nov 25 – Jan 26 for the value of £1181.71 – now received.

Roger Kiralfy (Arkadia) has taken some of the 2025-2026 audit information to enable him to commence the work required.

Thank you, letters, received from Heart of Kent Hospice for our recent donation of £200.00, Cancer Research for our recent donation of £50.00 and Air Ambulance charity for our donation of £250.00.

All Recycle clothing: Over the last year, the Clerk has had to chase the payments to us. From 5 January 2026, no receipts have been received although they have been chased on regular basis.  The receipts show the weight collected in kg and the payment amount. Previously the receipts were received soon after the collection has been made and then the payment is made approx. 3-4 weeks later. 6 x Receipts received mid-February, payments made a few days after for 3 receipts. 

Income received since the last meeting:

Charles Stanley Dividends							£1,124.11
HM Rev VAT reclaim								£1,181.71
Boxley Timber Burham Buzz Advert						     £45.00
Summertime (Winchester House) Burham Buzz Advert		               £140.00
All recycle clothing								     £72.00
AP Services Burham Buzz Advert						     £60.00
Happy House Chinese Burham Buzz Advert					     £60.00

	  					TOTAL				£2,682.82

							 	                 	        


	DD
	Ezy Clean
	Parish Building Windows
	13.30

	DD
	Global 4 (due 09.02.26)
	Online plan
	7.02

	DD
	Global 4 (due 14.02.26)
	Monthly internet & phone
	48.06

	DD*
	British Gas (due 16.02.26)
	Electric
	81.32

	4477
	Business Stream
	Allotment water
	19.33

	4478
	Business Stream
	War Memorial Water
	19.54

	DD
	SSE (due 21.02.26)
	Street lighting
	75.95

	4479
	J Llewellyn Hurst
	Sharp Sand for paving slabs
	14.80

	4480
	A Osborne Electrical Ltd
	Emergency light in Parish Building
	109.20

	4481
	CSG Global Education
	Magnets
	15.45

	4482
	J Pannell Park warden
	Salary
	253.86

	4483
	P Saunders Clerk
	Salary
	1518.89

	4484**
	P Saunders Clerk
	Imprest
	14.25

	4485
	A Bergin
	Cleaning parish building
	48.84

	4486
	Boundary Fencing
	New gate and post
	858.00

	
	
	
	

	
	
	TOTAL
	3097.81

	
	
	
	



*British gas has credited us £150 to our account, due to a fixed fee not included in the contract information. This was after the February direct debt had been taken
**please sign imprest book

16. Other Notified Matters  
a) Clerk:  No new matters to report.
b) Chair:  No new matters to report.
c) Councillors:  Further discussions took place regarding NCR footway/cycleway regarding KCC proposal to allow equestrians to use it. 

The Street lighting contracts with SSE ended 31.10.25. There appears to be some confusion at SSE, with new contracts, supply number etc.  They have also sent an invoice for over £1.2k for a supply that was disengaged/made redundant in 2022. The Chair and Vice chair agreed to stop all direct debt payments to SSE until a solution has been found. This has been carried out. A formal complaint has been logged with SSE regarding this £1.2k invoice. Another invoice has also been received for over £500; This was added to the previous complaint as per SSE advice. Whilst SSE have responded, their responses have been vague or non-conclusive to our queries. Our complaint is currently under review, and a deadlock letter has been issued by SSE.  This enables us to go to the Energy Ombudsman.  We have also made enquiries with our insurers in case formal legal advice/representation is required. On 21.11.25 another bill was received for over £600 added to the previous invoice for over £500. Credits notes have been received which cancels out some invoices. However, lower invoices have been received for the same period.

On 05.01.26 the letter from SSE was received advising that we could now go to the energy ombudsman.  However, when we logged with them, we were advised that as we are local government, we do not meet their criteria and as we are not classed as a micro business by them, they cannot assist.

Although we have offered SSE a payment for period Sept – Dec at the same rate as the new contract signed for period Jan 26 – Dec 26, they have advised that as the complaint has been passed to their complaints management team for deadlock review. Nothing can be considered until a response has been received regarding this deadlock and no time frames have been provided although we have requested a timeline.

We believe we are covered for legal advice via our insurance – this is the next process which is underway. The insurers have advised that “we are pleased to confirm that you do have cover under your policy to assist with a legal dispute against SSE if the matter escalates. At this stage we will need to await the outcome of your complaint, hopefully this resolves the issue, and no legal recourse is needed. We will wait to hear from you regarding the outcome of your complaint.”

Communication Policy composed (with the guidance of KALC) which included Burham Buzz adverts.  To be adopted.  This was agreed and adopted.

Cllr Hurst has been passed a set of litter picking equipment, to enable him to litter pick whilst out and about.

Burham Buzz Spring is due 1st or 2nd week in March.  Councillors should be receiving the draft soon.

We still have one vacancy for a parish councillor, if you are interested, please contact the Clerk on 01634 685936.

17. Public Participation:   Member of public reported pot holes just before/after the junction with Rochester Rd/Scarborough Lane.  Also, flooding occurred in the area, potentially a blocked drain/gully.  Clerk was requested to report to KCC Highways. 

18. Date of next meeting: Monday 30 March 2026, 7.30 pm at the Parish Office.


There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.50pm


Signed as a correct record of the proceedings:





S I G N E D ……………………………………….		Date ………………………………
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