


MINUTES of the MEETING of the PARISH COUNCIL, held 7.30 pm on

MONDAY 15 DECEMBER 2025 

AT THE PARISH OFFICE, ROCHESTER RD, BURHAM



Present:	Cllr Young (in the chair), Cllrs Stead, Krauspe, Bell, Barritt, Sangha, Hurst.     

In Attendance:		Miss P Saunders (Clerk)
				B/Cllr Davis 
				
Members of the Public:	Four members of the public



1. Apologies for absence: B/Cllr Dalton 

2. To approve the Minutes of the Meeting held 24 November 2025: These were agreed, initialled on each page, and fully signed.  

3. Matters arising from the Minutes other than listed below: There were none not already listed under the agenda items.

4. Declarations of Interest:  No new declarations were declared. Cllr Hurst has completed his NDPI form.

5. Police Report:   Whilst PC Brown was hoping to attend, he did not manage to make the meeting. No crime figures were submitted.

6. Borough Councillor’s Report:  Please see attached. 

Cllr Young read out Burham Parish Council’s draft response to TMBC Local plan regulation 18.  This was agreed with some slight amendments. Clerk was requested to submit asap.

7. County Councillor’s Report:  Andrew’s Winter newsletter is attached. 

8. Parish Owned Buildings: 

a) Parish Building: PAT testing booked 22 December 2025, along with the Old School Community Centre and the Village Hall.

b) Old School Community Centre:  The Old School Car Park surface requires some patching work to be carried out.  A site meeting took place with Wilson tarmac (who carried out the work to the access road to the Village Hall a couple of year ago). Quote obtained, further quotes being sourced as more than we anticipated, two other companies have been contacted/site meetings held, we await their quotes.

Cllr Young is in the process of completing a grant application to FCC for the Solar panels, deadline being the end of January 2026. 

Signed Minutes from the meetings held 14 May and 30 October 2025 received.

It was advised that a couple of comments had been made regarding the booking process, calls are not returned or booking forms not submitted. Cllr Young would make enquiries regarding this. 

It was advised that there were plenty of bookings coming through.

c) Village Hall:   Cllr Stead has confirmed he is happy to continue being the parish council’s representative on the VHMC for the next 12 months. 

Signed AGM Minutes from 2024 received, together with the minutes from the meeting held 9 September 2025 and the balance sheet at 30 September 2025.   

It was advised that the Village Hall was busy with private bookings. 

9. Highway Matters: Shrubs/vegetation obscuring sight lines for drivers when approaching the pedestrian crossing.  The light also cannot be seen very well until you are almost on the crossing.  Reported to KCC Highways 906202 refers. Under investigation.

The gate at MR21 (Windmill PROW) near to the cattle grid has been damaged. PROW informed and have advised that a new gate will be installed asap. Also, the cattle grid has lots of leaves in it so that has been requested to be addressed as well. Gate replaced. It was unknown if the leaves had been cleared from the cattle grid. Clerk to contact PROW.

10. Recreation ground/Landscaping: Some of the original cross pieces have been placed on the rockery area on the left-hand side as suggested.  More work to be caried out as the pieces are not having the hoped effect.  The surplus pieces have been placed on the side of the rockery for the time being. This is still in the process of being addressed with the assistance of Cllr Bell and local residents. 

Relining of MUGA as suggested by a Peters Village resident. Two quotes received, one other being obtained by a local company. Cllr Bell has chased that company for the 3rd quote. Due to time frames from the last meeting, this will be followed up in January.  

Court Meadow lease is due to expire June 2026: Trenport have been made aware and will come back to us in due course. Clerk has spoken to R Hall’s secretary and is awaiting a call back. Clerk has left three messages for a call back.

Cllr Young met with the Chair of Aylesford Football Club (AFC) regarding using the recreation ground/changing rooms at the Old School Community Centre: The chair (AFC) was made aware of the condition of the changing rooms and the work that would be required to ensure the rooms were in a safe condition to use i.e. water/electric checks required etc. The Chair (AFC) would compose a plan of action for the parish council to consider.  The buildings may also require some work which would be down to the parish council to address.  They also viewed the goal posts, and it was advised that if the plan of action was accepted, AFC would remove the existing post and supply their own.  We await their plan of action which should be forthcoming in January 2026. 

The damaged bin liner (for the bin in front of the skate-ramp) cannot be repaired. TMBC have ordered a replacement. We are awaiting an update from TMBC as the contractors have removed the bin as they advised it was not being replaced. It was advised that the concrete base was a trip hazard, so if the bin wasn’t being replaced the base would need to be removed. TMBC have advised that the bin should be replaced sooner rather than later. They have also advised that the works should have been carried out weeks ago and a very stern letter has been sent to the contractors. TMBC chased, who in turn chased the contractor, no actual update provided.

Stile on the right-hand corner of the recreation ground: Quotes being obtained for a spring-loaded wooden gate. 

Upright post in Court Meadow, New Court Rd side has been hit by a vehicle it appears.  The post has been damaged. Quotes being obtained.

Downs Meadow: Back in July, a representative from the Wouldham Rewilding project made contact regarding the possibility of rewilding Downs Meadow: We replied advising that “Your proposal was discussed at our September monthly parish council meeting and it was the opinion that the proposal would be a major project for us to undertake and so at this stage it was declined. Residents appear to be happy with the field being used for dog walkers.

 They have replied “Without your help for the cutting and removal WRP would struggle to do the whole meadow ourselves, principally the removal of any hay afterwards.

Could I suggest a smaller trial where we work on one or more small plots on the outside, as a demonstrator, which WRP could certainly undertake without any input from the council?

With some simple cropping and removing the hay we can slowly improve the bio diversity & as the areas would gradually start to look more interesting with a greater variety of flowers.

Another possibility could be to put some (free) native hedging around a small area & have the area inside this as the demonstrator?

I’ve also started looking for & have found some potential sources of grants, such as for wildlife seed & native hedging. I also wonder whether these grants would change the council’s view on the meadow?  This was discussed and declined.  No comments from residents have been received regarding the area and any additional hedging of areas would cause problems for the landscape contractor.  Our preference is to leave the area in situ. 

Email request received from “Perdy supplies” in Wouldham, requesting permission to park her mobile pet-shop business in the Village Hall car park to enable her to trade on a date that suits us (full email sent to all councillors). This was discussed and agreed under the same terms and conditions of Mrs Good Cod, the mobile fish and chip van. 

Email received from The South & South East in Bloom Team inviting us to participate in 2026 (full email sent to Councillors).  This was discussed.  Clerk was requested to obtain further information. 

As a reminder funeral flowers at War Memorial: We have never refused permission for families to leave funeral flowers at the war memorial.  However, permission should be requested from the Clerk, so that the removal rules can be explained, together with contact details being taken.

11. Allotment Matters:  A 11-tonne load of compost is available FOC for the allotments, although there would be a delivery charge. Delivery could be made Jan/Feb 2026 providing a 8-wheel truck can drop the load through the allotment gate in Bell Lane.  We await the delivery costs before an order would be placed.  Costs for delivery is £85.  This was discussed and agreed.  Access would need to be via the gate in Bell Crescent, not the normal access via Bell Lane.  Cllr Young will ensure that the gate is accessible. Charges for the compost will be charged back to the allotment users.      

12. Parish Owned car parks:   CCTV Church Street:  Clerk has been in contact with a couple of CCTV companies, and we await their feedback. No further updates. Cllr Bell has chased a local company. Clerk to contact more companies for quotes. Cllr Young advised that he may be in a position to obtain a quote.

We are in communication with city fibre regarding the upgrading of broadband (underground feed) to the Village Hall and Parish Building, with the parish building being priority. Whilst October ½ term during the week was suggested, it would appear that weekend working would be better for City Fibre.  The car parks must remain open for access whilst the work is being carried out. Best dates with no VH bookings would be during January 2026.  We await further communication from them. City Fibre have also advised that they may be in a position to install two new poles and have overhead connections rather than underground feed. This is being explored by them.

However, there appears to be another possible solution via Open reach which would avoid the car park being dug up. Enquiries are being made regarding Open reach.

13. General Planning Applications:
TM/25/00506/PA: 235 Rochester Rd, Burham: New single storey residential dwelling. Observations submitted.

TM/25/01146/PA: 3 Culand Cottages, Pilgrims Way, Burham: Proposed erection of a two storey 2-bedroom self-build end of terrace dwelling. No observations.

TM/25/01561/PA: Burham Water Supply Old Church Rd, Burham: Erection of sodium bi-sulphate chemical dosing building. Motive water building and 3 x dosing/sampling kiosks in connection with the water supply works upgrade. No observations. 

TM/25/01730/PA: Land North and South of 91 Kingswood Rd Aylesford: Demolition of existing stables and erection of a detached dwelling with vehicle access. No observations.

TM/25/01798/PA: Burham Water Supply, Old Church Rd, Burham: Retrospective Application: Installation of free-standing security cabin. No observations

TM/25/01822/PA: The Paddock, Rochester Rd, Burham: Details of condition 07 (Site development scheme), submitted pursuant to Appeal Decision TM/23/03168/PA (Change of use of land to use as a residential caravan site for one Gypsy family with two caravans, including no more than one static caravan/mobile home together with laying of hardstanding). No observations.
	
	
	


14. Financial Matters & Authorization of Accounts for Payment: Chair to confirm and sign bank balance against minutes from November for Bank of Ireland. This task was carried out.

Bank position (Bank of Ireland) as of 12 December 2025……………   £ 17,729.19

Request from CPRE for us to become a member for a cost of £5 per month. Membership includes receiving planning and policy advice, access to their expertise, regular updates through their e-newsletter, a biannual Kent Countryside Voice magazine and the national Countryside Voice magazine.  This was discussed.  It was agreed to invite CPRE along to a monthly meeting to talk about their work in person, and then a decision would be made regarding the membership.

A sub-finance committee meeting has been scheduled for 14 January 2026 at 7.30 pm at the Parish Office.  

Charles Stanley buying notes received. 

Thank you letter received from the Royal British Legion for our recent donation. 

Mazars external audit have now signed off the AGAR: “On the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR in our opinion the information in Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR is in accordance with proper practices and no other matters have come to our attention giving cause for concern that the relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.”

Income received since the last meeting:

All Recycle Clothing								72.00
UK Power Wayleaves								48.86
Charles Stanley Dividends						         1202.61
	  
							TOTAL	 	         1323.47        	        


	DD
	TMBC (due 01.12.25)
	Rates Church Street car park
	65.00

	DD
	TMBC (due 01.12.25)
	Rates Parish Building
	52.00

	DD
	Global 4 (due 14.12.25)
	Internet & Phone
	51.02

	DD
	British Gas (due 15.12.25)
	Electric parish building
	54.80

	4460
	J Pannell (Park Warden)
	Salary
	253.86

	4461
	P Saunders (Clerk)
	Salary
	1519.09

	4462
	P Saunders (clerk) 
	Imprest
	10.85

	4463
	A Bergin
	Cleaning parish building
	36.63

	4464
	Hadlum Printers
	Burham Buzz Winter
	285.00

	
	
	
	

	
	
	TOTAL
	2328.25

	
	
	
	



15. Other Notified Matters  
a) Clerk: Merry Christmas and best wishes for 2026!!
b) Chair: Cllr Young thanked all the councillors, volunteers and the Clerk for their hard work during the year. 
c) Councillors:  Cllr Sangha advised that the flip-book version of the Burham Buzz Winter was now on the website. Cllr Young thanked Cllr Sangha for his continued work on the Burham Buzz editions. 

Cllr Bell advised that a Christmas tree had been placed in the war memorial gardens although the star had already gone missing! She also requested permission to hang Christmas treats on the tree on Whitehouse Crescent Green for the village children to enjoy.  This was agreed. 

Cllr Bell mentioned that there was live music in the Windmill Public house on Sunday 21 December between 5 pm – 7 pm.

The Street lighting contracts with SSE ended 31.10.25. There appears to be some confusion at SSE, with new contracts, supply number etc.  They have also sent an invoice for over £1.2k for a supply that was disengaged/made redundant in 2022. The Chair and Vice chair agreed to stop all direct debt payments to SSE until a solution has been found. This has been carried out. A formal complaint has been logged with SSE regarding this £1.2k invoice. Another invoice has also been received for over £500; This was added to the previous complaint as per SSE advice. Whilst SSE have responded, their responses have been vague or non-conclusive to our queries. Our complaint is currently under review and probably a deadlock letter will be issued by SSE in due course.  This enables us to go to the Energy Ombudsman.  We have also made enquiries with our insurers in case formal legal advice/representation is required. On 21.11.25 another bill was received for over £600 added to the previous invoice for over £500.

Cllr Krauspe advised that noon on Wednesday 17 December, he would come to the office to discuss the above with the Clerk.

New contract from SSE: SSE have supplied a new contract for us to consider, which is for a 12-month period.  Whilst the usage figure is we believe incorrect; they have confirmed in writing that we would only be charged for the actual usage. Going on the October figure, provided by SSE, the Clerk believes that the monthly cost should be in the region of £68 if paid by direct debt.  Clerk has requested more information regarding the DD payments as we need to ensure that the outstanding balances - going through the SSE complaints procedure (above) cannot be taken as well. SSE have confirmed in writing that any DD would only take payments for future invoices NOT any outstanding balances.  This was AGREED.

Email received from Wouldham Athletics requesting information regarding using the recreation ground football pitch on a Sunday.  A reply was sent advising that we are in communication with another local football club and as we do not know their potential usage, we will reply with further information in due course.  

Global 4 (internet & phone provider) have advised that from early January, the current Eclipse/Nassar domain will be shut down.  Other arrangements are being explored but needs to be sorted before early January as if not access to Clerk’s emails will be stopped/shut down.  Global 4 are quoting £285 ex vat set-up fee plus £3.30 per month which is more cost effective than our webmaster quoted. The quote from Global 4 also includes the change in the clerks email from pam@burhampc.co.uk to clerk@burhampc.co.uk, which is a requirement now.  This was discussed and agreed.

We still have one vacancy for a parish councillor, if you are interested, please contact the Clerk on 01634 685936.

The parish office will be closed from 24th December 2025, (last working day 23rd December) re-opening on Monday 5th January 2026 10.00 am. 

16. Public Participation:  No comments from members of the public.

17. Date of next meeting: Monday 26 January 2026, 7.30 pm at the Parish Office.


There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.40pm


Signed as a correct record of the proceedings:



S I G N E D ……………………………………….		Date ………………………………
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