MINUTES of the MEETING of the PARISH COUNCIL, held 7.30 pm on

MONDAY 27 OCTOBER 2025 

AT THE PARISH OFFICE, ROCHESTER RD, BURHAM



Present:	Councillor Young (in the chair), Councillors Stead, Sangha & Bell      

In Attendance:		Miss P Saunders (Clerk)
								
Members of the Public:	Three members of the public


1. Apologies for absence:  B/Cllrs Davis, Dalton & McDermott, Cllr Barritt & Krauspe & PC Brown.

2. To approve the Minutes of the Meeting held 29 September 2025: These were agreed, initialled on each page, and fully signed.  

3. Matters arising from the Minutes other than listed below: There were none not already listed under the agenda items.

4. Declarations of Interest:  No new declarations of interest were declared.

5. Police Report:   
SEPTEMBER’S CALLS:

ASB – 0 calls
NUSIANCE/ASB VEHICLES - 2 calls
DRUGS – 0 calls
BURGLARY – 0 calls
THEFT – 0 calls

OCTOBER’S CALLS TO DATE
ASB – 0 calls
NUSIANCE/ASB VEHICLES – 1 call
DRUGS – 0 calls
BURGLARY – 0 calls
THEFT – 3 calls – All of these appear to be low-level shoplifting offences (The Parish Council suspected that these were from the garage).

The crime numbers for BURHAM appear to be low presently, which is always a good sign. I know we have issues with speeding along NEW COURT ROAD, and I am actively monitoring this, and I do Speedwatch along there when I have the time to do so.  It was advised that late night speeding appears to be a problem.

6. Borough Councillor’s Report: Please see attached. 

The Local Plan was the priority on this report.  The Local Plan is available to view on the TMBC website but is “hidden” within other documents. With the exception of already approved applications (including Peters Village Southern Extension and Bell Lane) no other sites within the village had been mentioned for development on the plan.

If required, meetings can be arranged within facilities of the village to enable residents to be involved in the consultation. 

It was advised that TMBC are trying to even out the developments across the borough and due to the already approved planning applications within the village, Burham does have some protection. 

7. County Councillor’s Report:  Andrew’s Autumn newsletter is attached. 

8. Parish Owned Buildings: 

a) Parish Building:  It was advised that a light bulb in the office was flickering on and off.  Cllr Young to address. 

b) Old School Community Centre:  A new booking clerk is now in place. Emily can be contacted on 07834 395027. She is on a 3-month probation period which ends at the end of October.

The contact sign outside has been removed as the booking details have changed.  Maidstone Signs (who did the original signage) has advised that they should be able to alter the existing sign (at the parish office) for a cost of £32.00 plus vat.  This was deferred until Emily (the new booking clerk) has completed her probation period at the end of October. Clerk requested to forward for the November meeting.

It was advised that there was a problem with one of the hirers (NHS) and the opening time. The building was not open until 10am, although appointments were made from 9.00am onwards. Cllr Young advised he would check with the booking clerk to ascertain what had happened. 

The car park surface requires some patching work to be carried out.  A site meeting took place with Wilson tarmac (who carried out the work to the access road to the Village Hall a couple of year ago). Quote obtained, further quotes being sourced as more than we anticipated.

Cllr Young advised that he had started a new application for grant funding with FCC for the solar panels. 

c) Village Hall:    Grant for the fencing via KCC has been delayed but it should be paid very soon. Cllr Young is communicating with KCC on a regular basis regarding this.  C/Cllr Kennedy has now become involved, as this is outstanding from June/July and is affecting the Village Hall accounts.  

9. Highway Matters: The extension to the crash barrier has been added to the Highways Improvement plan – KCC has advised “our planning & advice team are undertaking further investigations into this; an update will be provided in due course.” September Update: The barrier has undertaken a report, and this is with our lead for sign off, as soon as this is ready, I will advise. October update “New Court Road Extension of the Road Restraint System (RRS) – A detailed review of verified crash data, site conditions, and national design standards has been carried out, and the findings show that the current barrier already covers the highest-risk section of the road – the sharp right-hand bend with the steep drop off.

The stretch beyond this point is a straight section with no significant roadside hazards, and there has been no clear pattern of vehicles leaving the road that would justify extending the barrier. Most past incidents have been linked to driver behaviour, such as speeding or loss of control, rather than the road’s design or infrastructure itself.

Extending the barrier further could also create new risks if not carefully designed and would involve significant cost without providing a clear safety benefit. For these reasons, and in line with the national guidance, the technical recommendation is not to extend the RRS at this time.

That said, we will continue to monitor the location closely, and if crash patterns change or any new hazards emerge, we can revisit the need for further safety measures in the future. It is also worth noting that there are already adequate warning signs in place to alert drivers to the upcoming bend and encourage safe speeds, which aids with driver awareness/safety.”

Kerbstone outside 109 Rochester Rd damaged: reported to KCC Highways 875855/901403 refers. Works being programmed, passed to contractors. Works completed. 

Verges along Court Rd (Hedge side) require cutting back. Reported to KCC Highways 898066 refers. Under investigation. Will be addressed shortly as part of KCC regular cutting schedule. 

MR17 will be temporarily closed for up to a maximum of 6 months, although it is expected that it will reopen late October, early November.

Cattle grid at MR21 (Windmill Public House) is partly filled with leaves and debris.  PROW requested to clear. Work carried out.

Pilgrims’ Way split road was due to be litter picked on 6th October 2025, however due to road closures locally including Bluebell Hill this was delayed. Work postponed, we await a new date from TMBC. 

All the salt bins have been checked for contents and where necessary KCC Highways have been advised that they require topping up.  Some locations of the salt bins, vegetation requires cutting back.  This has been advised to KCC Highways. Some work carried out, more to follow.

There was some confusion last month on the figures from the data surveys which were carried out in July. Those marked “NORTH” were Scarborough Terrace and those marked “SOUTH” were Alex Hill. 

Scarborough Terrace
[image: ]


Alex Hill
[image: ]

North 2023 (Scarborough Terrace)
N – av. speed 32.5mph (85% 38.1mph)  
S - av. speed 30.9mph (85% 36.3mph)  

South 2023 (Alex Hill)
N- av. speed 33mph (85% 39mph)  
S - av. speed 32.3mph (85% 37.3mph)  

This now explains the high difference in number of vehicles, as Alex Hill would include traffic using New Court Rd.

Clerk was asked if there had been any more complaints, she advised that whilst not directly, a Scarborough Terrace resident pops in to see her probably once a fortnight for an update.

Shrubs/vegetation obscuring sight lines for drivers when approaching the pedestrian crossing.  The light also cannot be seen very well until you are almost on the crossing.  Reported to KCC Highways 906202 refers. Under investigation.

Hedge outside 30 Whitehouse Cresent is overhanging the pavement. KCC Highways advised. 905519 refers. Under investigation.

40mph sign on Pilgrims Way split road, Burham bound obscured by vegetation. Reported to KCC Highways 904446 refers. Work carried out.

Alex Hill was closed for up to several days due to a water leak mid-October.

It was reported that the Speed indicator device (SID) in Rochester Rd (Scarborough Terrace) whilst it is working, it cannot be seen clearly as shrubs/bush is obscuring the device.  

10. Recreation ground/Landscaping: The original cross (in pieces) has been retained for a rockery in the left hand raised flower bed.  Two residents had advised Cllr Bell that they would be happy to contribute payment for plants to enhance the “new” rockery. Mr Wisdom at some stage would view the pieces of the original cross to advise further.

Relining of MUGA as suggested by a Peters Village resident. Two quotes received, one other being obtained by a local company. Cllr Bell has chased that company for the 3rd quote.

Court Meadow lease is due to expire June 2026: Trenport have been made aware and will come back to us in due course. Clerk has spoken to R Hall’s secretary and is awaiting a call back. 

Cllr Young met with the Chair of Aylesford Football Club (AFC) regarding using the recreation ground/changing rooms at the Old School Community Centre: The chair (AFC) was made aware of the condition of the changing rooms and the work that would be required to ensure the rooms were in a safe condition to use i.e. water/electric checks required etc. The Chair (AFC) would compose a plan of action for the parish council to consider.  The buildings may also require some work which would be down to the parish council to address.  They also viewed the goal posts, and it was advised that if the plan of action was accepted, AFC would remove the existing post and supply their own.  

The damaged bin liner (for the bin in front of the skate-ramp) cannot be repaired. TMBC have ordered a replacement. We are awaiting an update from TMBC as the contractors have removed the bin as they advised it was not being replaced. It was advised that the concrete base was a trip hazard, so if the bin wasn’t being replaced the base would need to be removed. 

Remembrance Sunday service (9th November) 2pm at the War Memorial as normal.  A wreath will be laid on behalf of the parish council. A dedication to the “missing” names on the two new plaques would be included. 

Flagpole at war memorial: We have a dedicated flag master, any changes to the flag should only be carried out with prior agreement with the Parish Council. Unauthorised use is not permitted. A sign has been placed on the flagpole.

Person’s unknown emptied the contents of the rubbish bins (including dog poo bags) all over the play area and MUGA.  TMBC have been advised as the bins should have been emptied the day before.  Our Park Warden cleared the mess.

11. Allotment Matters:     It was advised that all water butts are full, and the mains water has been turned off.       

12. Parish Owned car parks:   CCTV Church Street:  Clerk has been in contact with a couple of CCTV companies, and we await their feedback. No further updates. Cllr Bell advised that the local company should be submitting their quote within 10 days. 

One of the lights in Church Street car park was not working. Quote received from CS Mitchell for £194.48.  Authorisation given for work to be carried out. Work carried out 27.10.25.

We are in communication with city fibre regarding the upgrading of broadband (underground feed) to the Village Hall and Parish Building, with the parish building being priority. Whilst October ½ term during the week was suggested, it would appear that weekend working would be better for City Fibre.  The car parks must remain open for access whilst the work is being carried out. Best dates with no VH bookings would be during January 2026.  We await further communication from them. However, there appears to be another possible solution via Open reach which would avoid the car park being dug up. Enquiries are being made regarding Open reach.

City Fibre have also advised that they may be in a position to install two new poles and have overhead connections rather than underground feed. This is being explored by them.

13. General Planning Applications:
[bookmark: _Hlk162348161]TM/22/02377/FL: Land southwest of junction of Common Rd and Chatham Road: Erection of 3 x four-bedroom detached houses with associated access, parking, landscaping, bicycle, and refuse store. Observations submitted. With the help of the TMBC Borough Councillors, this planning application at the site adjacent to the Upper Bell in Blue Bell Hill is being revisited with the aim of identifying planning objections to this unwanted an application. Particular concern is focused on the height of the proposed houses of 18 metres. Our original observations were reported as suggested by the Borough Councillors in Sept 2024. This application is still pending. Approved in October 2025.

TM/24/02089: Burham Water Works: Installation of three equipment kiosks. No observations. Approved.

TM/24/02043: 486 Common Rd, Chatham: Change of use of land from agricultural to C3 dwelling house, demolition of existing storage buildings and erection of new detached dwelling and associated hard and soft landscaping to provide annex accommodation used in conjunction with No 486 Common Rd, Chatham. No observations submitted. Application withdrawn.

TM/25/00506/PA: 235 Rochester Rd, Burham: New single storey residential dwelling. Observations submitted.

TM/25/01146/PA: 3 Culand Cottages, Pilgrims Way, Burham: Proposed erection of a two storey 2-bedroom self-build end of terrace dwelling. No observations.

TM/2501561/PA: Burham Water Supply Old Church Rd, Burham: Erection of sodium bi-sulphate chemical dosing building. Motive water building and 3 x dosing/sampling kiosks in connectio9n with the water supply works upgrade.
	
	
	


14. Financial Matters & Authorization of Accounts for Payment: Chair to confirm and sign bank balance against minutes from September for Bank of Ireland.  This task was carried out.

Bank position (Bank of Ireland) as of 24 October 2025……………   £19,967.43 

Charles Stanley selling & buying notes received.

Charles Stanley investment report received for period 1 July – 30 September 2025 – circulated to all councillors.

Income received since the last meeting:

All Recycle Clothing							  81.00
Mrs Good Cod parking donation					176.00
Charles Stanley dividends					          1844.86

							TOTAL	          2101.86


	DD
	TMBC (due 01.10.25)
	Rates Church Street car park
	65.00

	DD
	TMBC (due 01.10.25)
	Rates Parish Building
	52.00

	
	Charles Stanley (due 07.10.25)
	Management fees
	1894.18

	DD
	Ezy Clean (due 03.10.25)
	Parish building windows
	12.40

	DD
	Global 4 (due 14.10.25)
	Internet & Phone
	42.92

	DD
	British Gas (due 15.10.25)
	Electric parish building
	37.24

	4441
	ABIT Services Ltd
	Laptop support and Norton renewal
	90.00

	DD
	HM Rev & Customs (due 19.10.25)
	NI Contributions
	1317.81

	4442
	RBL Poppy Appeal
	Wreath and donation
	100.00

	4443
	Business Stream
	Allotment water
	331.90

	4444
	P Saunders (Clerk)
	Salary
	1518.89

	4445
	J Pannell Park warden
	Salary
	253.86

	4446
	J Llewellyn-Hurst (handyman)
	Salary
	317.46

	4447
	S Wills
	Website hosting & maintenance
	180.00

	4448
	A Bergin
	Cleaning parish building
	60.61

	4449*
	P Saunders (clerk)
	Imprest
	13.04

	
	
	
	

	
	
	TOTAL
	6287.31

	
	
	
	


*Please sign imprest book
Cheque number 4441 signed between meetings.

15. Other Notified Matters  
a) Clerk:   No new matters to report.  
b) Chair:  No new matters to report.
c) Councillors:   It was advised that another fly tip had occurred in Church Street in the field (the second in a matter of days).  The park warden advised that she would collect (although it was the responsibility of the land owner to clear) and place the rubbish in the Village Hall container bin. 

Cllr Bell requested permission to hang Halloween Treats on the tree on Whitehouse Crescent Green for the local children to collect. This was AGREED.

It was also reported that the Church Street sign cannot be seen clearly as it is “hiding” in the hedge – although the hedge has been addressed recently by our landscape contractors.  Also the hedge on the boundary with No 2 Church Street also requires cutting back. Clerk was requested to contact our landscape contractors to meet with Cllr Young to discuss this work.  Clerk advised that they were due to tidy up the war memorial gardens prior to remembrance Sunday. 

It was advised that the lamp post poppies and Tommys should be erected this week sometime.

A new solar panel light for Church Street car park is in the process of being installed. 

Cllr Sangha advised that a date will be set within the next few weeks to organise a pop-up photograph session for those who were missed originally for the photo exhibition. Over 20 new names had been suggested. 

Cllr Bell reported that the funeral for Mr Ken Jones – former headmaster – had been booked for 14 November, time to be advised.  The cortege would be leaving from the Windmill Public House approximately ½ hour before the service and would return to the same destination. 

The Street lighting contracts with SSE ends 31.10.25, Clerk is in the process of obtaining new prices, but there appears to be some confusion at SSE, with new contracts, supply number etc.  They have also sent an invoice for over £1.2k for a supply that was disengaged in 2022. The chair and Vice chair agreed to stop all direct debt payments to SSE until a solution has been found. A formal complaint had been logged with SSE regarding this £1.2k invoice. Another invoice had also been received for over £500; Clerk was requested to log this as a formal complaint too.

We still have two vacancies for parish councillors, if you are interested, please contact the Clerk on 01634 685936.

16. Public Participation: Member of the public reported that one of the dog poo bag plastic bottles (at the entrance road to the Village Hall) had been ripped of the lamp post at approximately the same time as the contents from the rubbish bins were emptied over the play area and the MUGA (as reported earlier in the meeting). It was advised that a replacement bottle would be found and attached to the lamp post. 

17. Date of next meeting: Monday 24 November 2025, 7.30 pm at the Parish Office 




There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.30 pm.

Signed as a correct record of the proceedings:



S I G N E D ……………………………………….		Date ………………………………
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