MINUTES of the MEETING of the PARISH COUNCIL, held 7.30 pm on

MONDAY 29 SEPTEMBER 2025 

AT THE PARISH OFFICE, ROCHESTER RD, BURHAM



Present:	Councillor Young (in the chair), Councillors Stead. Barritt, Krauspe & Bell      

In Attendance:		Miss P Saunders (Clerk)
				B/Cllr Davis (part-meeting)				
				
Members of the Public:	Three members of the public



1.  Apologies for absence:  PC Brown, Cllr Sangha

2. To approve the Minutes of the Meeting held 18 August 2025:  These were agreed, initialled on each page, and fully signed.  

3. Matters arising from the Minutes other than listed below: There were none not already listed under the agenda items.

4. Declarations of Interest:  No new declarations were declared.

5. Police Report:   PC Brown has advised that the figures submitted last month (from 1st July) were combined Burham and Wouldham figures. In future, the figures should just be for Burham.

He also confirmed that the figures did NOT include the rave in July in the quarry up from the greenway – he was aware of this but only in passing.

No crime figures submitted for September.

6. Borough Councillor’s Report: Please see attached.  Clerk queried the term “Parish Capital Plan” on the report. B/Cllr Davis was of the opinion that this document had been composed already but possibly under a different name.  Clerk advised that there was a parish council document which related to Section 106 funding which had already been submitted to TMBC.  Clerk would check and then liaise with B/Cllr Davis. 

B/Cllr Davis advised that the development Land at Eccles “Bushy Wood” had been delayed but this was not unusual for larger developments. 

It was also advised that containers had been placed on the site at the end of the Pilgrims Way (Burham bound).  B/Cllr Davis confirmed that enforcement had already been made aware and photos of the containers submitted to TMBC.

7. County Councillor’s Report:   Clerk has added the extension to the highway barriers on New Court Rd to the HIP. Also added to the HIP are safety improvements for pedestrians and equestrians in relation to the St Marys Development. (See under Agenda No 9 Highway Matters.).
Andrew’s grant (£500) for new plaques at the war memorial has now been received. Many thanks were portrayed to Andrew. 

8. Parish Owned Buildings: Fire extinguisher/equipment checks on all buildings was carried out late August. All good.

a) Parish Building:  Mains operated smoke alarm in storage room was bleeping. Osbornes attended and replaced the smoke alarm.

b) Old School Community Centre:  A new booking clerk is now in place. Emily can be contacted on 07834 395027. She is on a 3-month probation period which ends at the end of October.

Councillors should hold keys to the Old School Community Centre where the masters of all keys are held. Cllr Krauspe was passed at set of keys. Cllr Young would show Cllr Krauspe the process of unlocking and alarm disconnection. 

Dragon, our handy man has reported that the roofs on the outer buildings are leaking. This will be monitored and inspected when it next rains. 

The contact sign outside has been removed as the booking details have changed.  Maidstone Signs (who did the original signage) has advised that they should be able to alter the existing sign (at the parish office) for a cost of £32.00 plus vat.  This was deferred until Emily (the new booking clerk) has completed her probation period.

c) Village Hall:    Grant for the fencing via KCC has been delayed but it should be paid very soon. Cllr Young is communicating with KCC on a regular basis regarding this. If the funding (£2.5k) is not forthcoming soon, then we may need to call on the assistance of C/Cllr Kennedy. 

Signed minutes of the meeting held 10 June received. 

All other aspects of the Village Hall were running well.

9. [bookmark: _Hlk152155446]Highway Matters: Scarborough Terrace speeding:   The data survey at Scarborough Terrace commenced on Sat 12 July 2025 and was in place for 1 week. Data from these new surveyors has finally been provided:
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North 2023
N – av. speed 32.5mph (85% 38.1mph)  
S - av. speed 30.9mph (85% 36.3mph)  

South 2023
N- av. speed 33mph (85% 39mph)  
S - av. speed 32.3mph (85% 37.3mph)  

From KCC Highways: As you can see from the average speeds, there has been a reduction in the recorded speed limits.

The figures South bound for 2025, are approx. ten times the amount North bound. This figure has been queried with KCC Highways for clarification. Clerk was requested to contact KCC Highways again. 

“Welcome to Burham” sign Village Road, Peters Village. KCC has advised: September update: Glasdon are currently manufacturing the gateway, and this should be with us soon. Gateway features can take longer as they are made to order. Gateway and signage installed.

The extension to the crash barrier has been added to the Highways Improvement plan – KCC has advised “our planning & advice team are undertaking further investigations into this; an update will be provided in due course.” September Update: The barrier has undertaken a report, and this is with our lead for sign off, as soon as this is ready, I will advise. 

Kerbstone outside 109 Rochester Rd damaged: reported to KCC Highways 875855/901403 refers. Works being programmed, passed to contractors.

Streetlight not working outside 267 Rochester Rd. Reported to KCC Highways, 894610 refers. Works being programmed. Works completed.

Verges along Court Rd (Hedge side) require cutting back. Reported to KCC Highways 898066 refers. Under investigation.

Pothole in road at the beginning of Pilgrims Way split road, Burham bound. Reported to KCC Highways. 901717 refers. Works completed.

MR17 will be temporarily closed for up to a maximum of 6 months, although it is expected that it will reopen late October, early November.

Cattle grid at MR21 (Windmill Public House) is partly filled with leaves and debris.  PROW requested to clear. Hopefully work should be carried out w/c 29.09.25.

Pilgrims’ Way split road is due to be litter picked on 6th October 2025, however due to road closures locally including Bluebell Hill this may be delayed.

Church Street hedge, Court Rd hedge, including Bell Lane hedge and grass cutting will be carried out w/c 29.09.25 via our landscape contractors.

10. Recreation ground/Landscaping: Grant for new cross has been applied from The War Memorial Trust, a Completion report was submitted by the Clerk. Payment received.

The original cross (in pieces) has been retained. It has been suggested that perhaps the pieces could be utilised in a rockery in the war memorial gardens. Vince Wisdom is happy for a rockery to be made with some of the pieces, he is suggesting on the raised bed in the left-hand corner. Cllr Bell to liaise with Vince Wisdom. Two residents had advised Cllr Bell that they would be happy to contribute payment for plants to enhance the “new” rockery. 

Portland stone plaques via Medway Memorials: These were installed as previously agreed and are being monitored regularly to ensure that no movement has taken place.

Damaged shipping container: This was collected as agreed.

Annual playground inspection: TMPI Ltd (same company as we used last year) carried out the inspections. The reports advise no high nor medium risk, all are low or very low.

Relining of MUGA as suggested by a Peters Village resident. Two quotes received, one other being obtained. The resident has advised that he is currently happy to contribute £600 donation and also if we go with a local company, he would be happy to show up on days of the work being done and help that way too as a labourer. It has been previously agreed that this should be a subject for the next financial year. Resident thanked for his offer and advised subject for next financial year. Cllr Bell to re-contact the company who advised that they would submit a quote.

Court Meadow lease is due to expire June 2026: Trenport have been made aware and will come back to us in due course. Clerk was requested to contact Trenport again.

The children’s defibrillator’s pads in the defibrillator located outside the parish office have been ordered, delivered and placed in the cabinet.

The war memorial garden gates are not closing properly. It was AGREED between meetings that Martin Banfield would carry out the work to the gates at a cost of £200. Work completed. 

Email received from the Chair of Aylesford Football Club regarding using the recreation ground/changing rooms for matches.  This was discussed.  Cllr Krauspe to liaise with Cllr Young and the chair of the football club.  It was of the opinion that any cost for upgrading the changing rooms would be met by Aylesford Football Club

Back in June/July, we received communication from Richard Coleman regarding free volunteer work for re-wilding projects. Circulated to all Councillors at the time. Downs Meadow was suggested. Richard came back with his suggestions. Due to other commitments during the summer, he was advised that it would be added to the September meeting. Is this something that the Parish Council would like to take further at this stage?  This was discussed and it was the opinion that this would be a major project with cost implications to the Parish Council, so currently the proposal would be declined.  Residents appear to be happy with the field being used for dog walkers. It was suggested that some work around MR17 Medway River/reed bank, but this was not under the remit of the Parish Council, so enquiries would have to be made with the appropriate authorities.

A tree branch in Rochester Rd (Opposite the Bakery) was partly blocking the road. Tree Surgeons of Kent were called and removed the branch within a very short time.

The damaged bin liner (for the bin in front of the skate-ramp) cannot be repaired. TMBC have ordered a replacement.

Cllr Barritt mentioned the email that had been circulated regarding Asian Hornet Monitoring traps.  Clerk was requested to resend the email for consideration.

11. Allotment Matters:   It was advised that the mains water had now been turned off, all the water buts were full and a meter reading submitted.       

12. Parish Owned car parks:   CCTV Church Street:  Clerk has been in contact with a couple of CCTV companies, and we await their feedback. No further updates.

We are in communication with city fibre regarding the upgrading of broadband in the Village Hall car park and overflow car park. It was hoped that the work can be carried out late August but City Fibre wanted to carry out the work at the weekend but that wasn’t convenient due to Village Hall bookings. We have now suggested October ½ term during the week, but the car parks must remain open. We await further information from them.

13. General Planning Applications:
[bookmark: _Hlk162348161]TM/22/02377/FL: Land southwest of junction of Common Rd and Chatham Road: Erection of 3 x four-bedroom detached houses with associated access, parking, landscaping, bicycle, and refuse store. Observations submitted. With the help of the TMBC Borough Councillors, this planning application at the site adjacent to the Upper Bell in Blue Bell Hill is being revisited with the aim of identifying planning objections to this unwanted an application. Particular concern is focused on the height of the proposed houses of 18 metres. Our original observations were reported as suggested by the Borough Councillors in Sept. This application is still pending.

TM/24/02089: Burham Water Works: Installation of three equipment kiosks. No observations.

TM/24/02043: 486 Common Rd, Chatham: Change of use of land from agricultural to C3 dwelling house, demolition of existing storage buildings and erection of new detached dwelling and associated hard and soft landscaping to provide annex accommodation used in conjunction with No 486 Common Rd, Chatham. No observations submitted.

TM/25/00132: Lawful development certificate proposed: 5 Haleys Place: Remove existing garage and rebuild closer the property. Observations submitted. Application withdrawn.

TM/25/00506/PA: 235 Rochester Rd, Burham: New single storey residential dwelling. Observations submitted.

TM/25/01146/PA: 3 Culand Cottages, Pilgrims Way, Burham: Proposed erection of a 2 storey 2-bedroom self-build end of terrace dwelling. No observations.

TM/25/01232/PA: 364 Common Rd, Chatham. Part retrospective application for the siting of 4 shepherd huts, associated patio areas, timber fencing, footpaths, permeable track, parking and turning area, secure bicycle storage, recycling/refuse storage and associated works including landscaping of the site, planting of native species trees, shrubbery, wildflowers and spring bulbs. No Observations submitted. Application withdrawn.
	
	
	


14. Financial Matters & Authorization of Accounts for Payment: Chair to confirm and sign bank balance against minutes from August for Bank of Ireland. This task was carried out.

Charles Stanley selling and purchasing notes received. 

Insurance cover quote received. We are part way through a service level agreement. Cheque raised for the annual payment. Documents received.

Aidan Brown (IT) attended to address problems with Clerk’s new laptop regarding storage capacity and problem with sending emails with attachments.

Clerk has submitted a VAT reclaim for July – August 2025 for the value of £1,380.04, now received.

Cllr Krauspe continues to sign a bank reconciliation, against the bank statement every three months. 

More cash has been taken for the Exhibition photos and booklets, including £7 for re-prints whereby the original photos had been sold, but further copies were requested.

The audited AGAR has not yet been received from Mazars.  A notice has been posted on the website advising that we are still awaiting this information. (Requirements state that this should be published by 30 September 2025)

Bank position (Bank of Ireland) as of 26 September 2025……………    £22,518.74

Income received since the last meeting:

Medway Force Photos & Booklet						14.00
Trees of Kent Burham Buzz Ad						80.00
All recycle clothing								27.00
Windmill Burham Buzz Advert					          120.00
Photos and Booklets (cash)							18.00
HM Rev Vat reclaim							       1,380.04
VHMC (Fire Equipment Check)						79.00
Old School Community Centre (Fire Equipment check)			59.00
TMBC 2nd instalment Precept						     15,389.51
Charles Stanley Dividends						       2,475.54
Photos Cash (Reprints x 2)							  7.00
All Recycle Clothing	(4 x £33)					          132.00
War Memorial Trust (cross grant)					       3,310.00
KCC Members grant (Plaques at war Memorial)			          500.00 

						TOTAL			     23,591.09              

	DD
	SSE (due 26.08.25)
	Street lighting
	28.11

	DD
	TMBC (due 01.09.25)
	Rates Church Street car park
	65.00

	DD
	TMBC (due 01.09.25)
	Rates Parish Building
	52.00

	DD
	Global 4 (due 14.09.25)
	Internet & phone
	59.12

	DD
	British Gas
	Electric
	35.40

	4422
	TMPI Ltd
	Annual playground inspections
	282.00

	4423
	Defib World
	Paediatric Pads
	112.99

	4424
	Mr G Gilbert
	2024/2025 Audit Charges
	480.00

	4425
	WJ Phillips
	Shipping container removal
	400.00

	4426
	Michael Fitzpatrick
	Photo banner (replacement cheque)
	110.00

	4427
	Medway Memorial
	2 x plaques
	1958.40

	4428
	Hadlum Design
	Burham Buzz Autumn print run
	285.00

	4429
	M Banfield
	Repairs to WM gardens gate
	200.00

	4430
	UK Safety Management
	Fire equipment check
	236.40

	4431
	AJ Gallagher
	Annual Insurance
	5981.28

	4432
	SSE
	Street lighting (not taken by DD)
	12.42

	4433
	Tree Surgeons of Kent
	Emergency tree removal Rochester Rd
	250.00

	4434
	P Saunders (Clerk)
	Salary
	1518.89

	4435
	J R Pannell (Park Warden)
	Salary
	254.06

	4436
	J Llewellyn Hurst (Handy man)
	Salary & Expenses
	357.46

	4437
	TMBC
	Garden Waste subscription
	63.00

	4438
	S Sangha
	Re-print of 2 x photos
	6.93

	4439
	P Saunders (Clerk)
	Imprest
	23.12

	4440
	A Bergin
	Cleaning parish building
	76.74

	DD
	SSE (due 29.09.25)
	Street lighting
	26.32

	DD
	SSE (due 29.09.25)
	Street lighting
	12.35

	
	
	
	

	
	
	TOTAL
	12,886.99


*Please sign imprest book

Cheque numbers 4422-4432 signed between meetings.

15. Other Notified Matters  
a) Clerk:  Clerk advised that recently several refuse bins had been missed by the contractors when emptying. She was requested to contact TMBC and request their emptying schedule. 
b) Chair: No new matters to report.  
c) Councillors: Cllr Barritt enquired about the archaeological dig (Bell Lane development).  It was advised that on the last three sets of minutes, there was a link for this information.   

Cllr Bell enquired that at Remembrance Sunday service on 9 November at the War Memorial, perhaps a dedication of the two new plaques could be included.  Cllr Young and Cllr Stead advised that they would take this forward.

Cllr Krauspe advised that he was assisting Burham Pre-School in arranging another fun run for around Christmas.

After the August meeting, as Cllr Cooke did not attend, she was disqualified from being a Parish Councillor for non-attendance at parish council meetings, which are the rules we had to comply with. TMBC were advised, notices were placed, and co-option Notices were placed with a deadline of 24 September 2025. No-one has come forward. The Parish Council therefore have two volunteer vacancies for councillors.

The poppy wreath for Remembrance Sunday has been ordered via Dave Davis. The Parish Council normally donate higher than the cost of the wreath which is approx. £20. Previous years, we have donated of £100.  This was discussed and AGREED.

Kent Surrey Sussex Air Ambulance are offering free 30-minute on-line CPR training sessions. More information aakss.org.uk/restart or via the Clerk.

Update on the Surgery move to new premises at Peters Village: Please see attached separate sheet.

The Street lighting contracts with SSE ends 31.10.25, Clerk is in the process of obtaining new prices, but there appears to be some confusion at SSE. It was suggested that perhaps in the future solar panel powered lights could be considered. 

16. Public Participation: Member of the public queried the move of the surgery to Peter Village.  It was advised that there was no proper update, the move was not imminent.

17. Date of next meeting: Monday 27 October 2025, 7.30 pm at the Parish Office 



There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.50 pm.

Signed as a correct record of the proceedings:



S I G N E D ……………………………………….		Date ………………………………
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